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NETWORK RAIL (LONDON TO CORBY) (LAND ACQUISITION, LEVEL 
CROSSING AND BRIDGE WORKS) ORDER 

NOTE OF PRE-INQUIRY MEETING (PIM) 
Held on 11 December 2018 

At the County Suite, Park Inn, 2 St Marys Street, Bedford MK420AR 

 

 

Introduction 
 

1. The Inspector welcomed all present and introduced herself as Julia Gregory, 

a Chartered Town Planner. She has been appointed by the Secretary of State 
for Transport to hold an Inquiry into a proposed Transport and Works Act 

Order and related matters- more details concerning this below. 
 

2. Brenda Taplin, (with assistance from Joanna Vincent) of Persona 
Associates has been appointed as Programme Officer for the Inquiry. She is a 
neutral officer of the Inquiry, responsible to the Inspector. Her main duties, 

under the Inspector’s direction are: 
 

 keeping records of those attending PIM and Inquiry; 
 organising and keeping under review the Inquiry programme; 
 organising practical arrangements for the Inquiry, including co-ordinating and 

advising on appearances; 
 acting as a contact between participants and me; 

 co-ordinating the receipt and distribution of documents; 
 holding a master set of all documents (including Inquiry Library) and 

maintaining document lists; and 

 planning site visits. 
 

3. The Programme Officer will play no part in the report beyond helping with the 
collation of lists of those appearing at the Inquiry and of Inquiry documents, 
which will be appended to it. 

 
Scope of Inquiry 

 
4. The Inquiry will be into the proposed Transport and Works Act Order; a 

request for Deemed Planning Permission for the works that would be 

authorised by the Order; all pursuant to, or in connection with, the proposed 
the London to Corby Electrification and Capacity Upgrade Project (L2C). 

 

Purpose of meeting 
 

5. The meeting was to enable discussion of procedural matters relating to the 

Inquiry, which is due to open on Tuesday 5 February 2019. It was to help 
participants to make the best use of time between now and the Inquiry, and 
help the proceedings to run smoothly. 

6. There was no discussion at all of the merits of any of the cases, either in 
support or objection at the meeting – those will have to wait until the Inquiry 

formally opens. 
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Parties present and appearances at the Inquiry 
 

7. Network Rail confirmed that Objection 4 made by Northamptonshire County 
Council had been withdrawn. Representation 2 by Jane Redgwell and 

Representation 3 by C Pettifer on behalf of Bedford Borough Council had also 
been withdrawn. The Inspector asked for details of withdrawal letters or 
emails to be forwarded to the Programme Officer. 

8. Network Rail indicated that negotiations were continuing with objectors which 
would probably lead to some other objections being withdrawn. It was 

anticipated that Objection 5 and Objection 6 would be withdrawn, subject to 
modification of the draft Order to withdraw references to the relevant plots. 

9. The following people were identified as representing parties and indicated as 

their expected representation at the Inquiry.  
 

Network Rail Promoter & applicant  

Rep at PIM Richard Turney of Counsel 

Rep at Inq As above 

Edward Akers - Needs case 

David Butterworth - Engineering 

Philip Glynn - Property 

Tony Rivero - Planning 

 

 
 

Bovis Homes Ltd OBJ/7 

Rep at PIM J Rodrigues of Davies and Partners Solicitors 

Rep at Inq Counsel yet to be appointed 

Paul Boatman - Project Manager for Stanton Cross 
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Cycling Campaign for North 

Bedfordshire 
OBJ/15 

Rep at PIM Peter Blakeman 

Rep at Inq Peter Blakeman 

 

 
10.All parties, including those who did not attend the PIM will be contacted by 

the Programme Officer with a questionnaire to indicate whether they will be 
attending and participating in the Inquiry and asking for details of any 
witnesses.  

11.The absence of any party from the PIM does not preclude their participation 
at the Inquiry. 

 
Inquiry venue 

 
12.The Inquiry will be held in the County Suite, Park Inn, 2 St Marys Street, 

Bedford MK42 0AR.  

13.In addition to the main Inquiry room there will be rooms for the Inspector 
and Programme Officer and for Network Rail. If there are any other room 

requests contact should be made in the first instance with the Programme 
Officer. There is plenty of sitting space outside the main Inquiry room. 

 

Main issues and areas of agreement 

 
14.The Secretary of State has circulated a list of matters about which he wishes 

to be informed (Statement of Matters).   
15.The objectors present at the PIM had not received the Statement of Matters. 

The Programme Officer will ensure that this is addressed and objectors and 

representors are sent a copy.  
16.All parties are asked to have particular regard to the Statement of Matters, 

and to address explicitly all those matters identified that are relevant to 
them, including the scope for mitigating any harm, in the presentation of 

evidence. The Inspector stressed that the list is not exhaustive and it does 
not preclude other matters from being raised if relevant. 

17.Network Rail should ensure that it responds explicitly to every objection, 

including those made in writing only. 
18.In a case of this kind there is usually little if any scope for formalising a 

Statement of Common Ground. Nevertheless it will be in the interests of 
parties to reach agreement on as many issues as possible. The Inspector 
asked for written confirmation, as soon as possible, of areas where 

agreement has been reached, and where any objections are withdrawn as a 
result. 
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Inquiry dates and times 
 

19.The Inquiry is proposed to open at 10.00 on Tuesday 5 February 2019. It is 
provisionally estimated that the Inquiry will sit for 8 days over 2 weeks. It is 
possible that fewer days will be required for sitting if objections are 

withdrawn but the Inspector confirmed that the sitting days would remain 
reserved for this TWA work in her calendar. Any days not used for sitting 

could be used by the Inspector for earlier than anticipated reporting. 
However, a better idea of the length of the Inquiry will be obtained once 
estimates of the time needed for the various stages in the Inquiry are 

received and a programme is drafted.  
20.The Inquiry will generally sit Tues-Thurs 1000 to about 1700(1 hour for lunch 

at around 1300, with short breaks at convenient points mid-morning & 
afternoon); Fridays: 0930 to no later than 1600 (with a shorter lunch break) 
to allow for travelling. 

 
Inquiry procedure 

 
21.The Inspector will broadly follow normal Inquiry procedure for TWA Inquiries, 

i.e. the Transport & Works (Inquiries Procedure) Rules 2004. 

22.These rules are flexible and the Inspector is able to determine much of the 
procedure at an Inquiry. 

23.The basic procedure briefly is: 
 The Inspector will invite Network Rail to make an opening statement, 

outlining its case, followed by objectors; 

 The parties may then give evidence in the same order. 
 The evidence of each witness will be open to cross examination by opposing 

parties; there may then be re-examination to clarify answers given in cross 
examination, and the Inspector may put questions. 

 Each objector may make closing submissions, summarising their cases in the 

light of the evidence and cross examination. They may do this either at the 
end of their individual evidence or after the completion of all evidence. 

 Closing submissions will be made by Network Rail. 
24.It was discussed that the main focus of the Inquiry is likely to be matters 

relating to Bromham Road Bridge and matters concerning objection 7 at 

Irthlingborough Bridge, if other objections are withdrawn or are to be dealt 
with in writing. In those circumstance it is likely that Network Rail would have 

each of its 4 witnesses giving evidence only once on all the outstanding 
objection matters.  

25.If some objections remain that are only being given in writing the Inspector 
will deal with those matters on the basis of the written representations unless 
they are common to another objection where there is oral evidence. 

26.A session to discuss planning conditions in respect of the deemed planning 
application would take place before the main closing submissions. 

 
Site visits 

 

27.The Inspector will familiarise herself with the Order land and application site 
as far as possible from public land and the surrounding area prior to the 

Inquiry (on an unaccompanied basis), and will make further visits either 
during or after the inquiry. 
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28.Network Rail identified that there are some access issues but would see what 
could be achieved and would address any safety aspects. All parties are 

asked to consider any particular site visit requests. Arrangements for site 
visits would be made and announced later. 

29.All visits will be for the sole purpose of observing the sites in question. 
Evidence and submissions will not be heard on site. It is important that all 
that has to be said in evidence should be given at the Inquiry itself. 

 

Nature and format of evidence 
 

Core documents 
 

30.It is likely that some documents will be referred to by many parties. Some 
have already been submitted by Network Rail. A list of these is included in 
their Statement of Case, and the documents concerned will be available on 

the Inquiry website. 
31.It will save paper, time and expense if others wishing to refer to the same 

documents would simply refer to them (by document number, title and 
internal reference) in their evidence without the need to submit further 
copies. 

32.Conventionally the ‘common’ documents are numbered as Core Documents, 
but the Inspector sees no need to change their numbers at this stage. The 

Inspector would welcome suggestions for any further documents that could 
usefully be included as such. 

 

Proofs of evidence 

 

33.Proofs of evidence should be succinct and to the point. 
34.In accordance with the Inquiry Procedure Rules, if the proofs are longer than 

1500 words, summaries of the proofs must be submitted at the same time as 
the proofs themselves.  Summaries should be no more than 1500 words. 
Only summaries will be read at the Inquiry, but the full proofs will count as 

evidence and be open to cross-examination. 
35.Additional evidence may be given orally, though as far as possible such 

material would better be included in proofs. 
 

Document Numbering 

 

36.All are asked to ensure that proofs of evidence and summaries conform to 

the following guidelines: 
37.Document number (based on the Objector number followed by a sequential 

number), together with a date and version number of that document on top 
right corner of cover page; 

38.Indicate on cover page the name of the party on whose behalf the evidence 

is given, the name of the witness and the topic(s) covered; 
39.Number all pages and paragraphs; 

40.Text in at least 1½ line spacing; 
41.Supporting material in appendices, bound separately from the proof; 
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42.Summary bound separately or as a self-contained section in the proof. 
 

Submission of evidence 

 

43.All evidence should be submitted via the Programme Officer not later than 8 
January 2019 (4 weeks before the inquiry). 

44.The Inspector will require a hard copy of every proof, appendices and 
summary, plus a further copy for the Inquiry library. An additional pdf 
electronic version would save time and effort for the programme officer and 

enable them to be put onto the Inquiry web site. The Inquiry web site is run 
by the Programme Officer under the direction of the Inspector. 

45.The Procedure Rules specify that copies must also be sent at the same time 
to the applicant, any statutory objector and anyone who has served an 
outline statement or statement of case. The Programme Officer will be able to 

provide details, and all parties should confirm that this has been done. The 
Rules state only 1 copy to be sent. Parties will need to negotiate directly if 

they seek additional copies of each other’s evidence.  
 

Openings, closings and other submissions 

46.The Procedure Rules require those making closing submissions to provide the 

Inspector with copies of these in writing before the close of the Inquiry. 
These should if possible be drafted with a view to incorporating them into her 
report as the case for the party concerned. However, she reserves the right 

to edit them and to add material drawn from evidence given orally or in 
documentary form. It would be helpful if copies in electronic form in word 

format could be provided. 
47.It would also help the Inspector if hard copies of the texts of opening 

submissions would be provided at the time of delivery. 

48.Any rebuttal statements must be submitted a week before the Inquiry. 
 

Filmed or web-cast evidence 

 

49.There were no plans to film the presentation of evidence or record it to be 
put on the web. If this changes, the Inspector must be made aware before 
any filming or recording takes place so that parties taking part in the Inquiry 

can make representations. 
 

Document numbering and availability 

 

50.As already indicated, every document should be numbered.  The numbering 
system should be kept as simple as possible, but numbers should be prefixed 
with an abbreviation to indicate the party (e.g. the objector, not the witness) 

on whose behalf it is submitted, followed by a sequential number.  For 
example, objector /7’s original objection would be numbered OBJ/7 and its 

statement of case would be OBJ/7.1 with attached appendices OBJ/7.1a and 
b and so on. The next document would be OBJ/7.2 and so on. In order to 
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keep on top of documentation all parties are asked to adopt this system and 
continue the numbering used there.  

51.Each party should keep an up-to-date list of their documents, providing a 
copy of the list to the Programme Officer at the beginning of the Inquiry with 

an update if necessary at the end. 
52.In addition to the documents exchanged, a complete set of Inquiry 

documents will be available in the Inquiry library held by the Programme 

Officer throughout the proceedings. As many as possible will also be available 
on the Inquiry website, as indicated earlier. 

53.The web site address is attached. The agenda and minutes of the PIM will be 
put on the web site. 

 

Inquiry Programme 
 

54.The Programme Officer will be contacting all parties to gain information 

needed to draw up a programme for the Inquiry. This will be of benefit to all 
concerned and aid the smooth running of the proceedings and efficient use of 

time. Parties are urged to be as co-operative as possible in this process. 
55.The draft Programme will be available on the website. It will remain in draft 

and be subject to change throughout the Inquiry. It is important that people 

appearing are available when required, and the onus will be on them to keep 
in touch with the progress of the Inquiry.   

 
Other matters 
 

56.As detailed earlier, Network Rail proposes to modify the draft Order to delete 
reference to certain plots. This will enable certain objections to be withdrawn. 

Network Rail will provide the Programme Officer with a track changes version 
of the Order and a clean version if possible before the start of the Inquiry, or 
at the latest at the Inquiry opening. The modified Order is intended to be 

published on the Inquiry web site. 
 

Julia Gregory 
Inspector 
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Programme Officer contact details 
 

Brenda Taplin 
Persona Associates 

1st Floor Bailey House 
Barttelot Road 
Horsham  RH12 1DQ 

 
Telephone: 01403 217799 

DD: 01403 219892 
 
Email: btaplin@personaassociates.co.uk 

 
Inquiry Website: http://london-corby.persona-pi.com 

 

mailto:btaplin@personaassociates.co.uk
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