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Dear Transport Infrastructure Planning Unit,

Subject: Statement of Case for the Proposed Cambourne to Cambridge Guided
Busway

I am writing to submit my Statement of Case and to inform you of my intention to provide
oral evidence at the public inquiry for the proposed Cambourne to Cambridge Guided
Busway.

My interest in this matter stems from my extensive professional and academic experience
in the field of bus transport and bus priority systems. I hold a M.Phil in Mass Transit
Decision Making from Imperial College, and I led UK government research into bus
priority whilst working for the Transport Research Laboratory.

In my professional opinion, the proposed scheme's approach and analysis contain several
significant flaws which I believe the inquiry needs to consider. The key points I wish to
present are:

Flawed Alternatives Analysis: My research indicates that the alternative transport
options were not properly and rigorously tested against the proposed busway.
Lack of Flexibility: The current design fails to leverage the inherent flexibility of
buses, which is a key advantage of bus-based transport over fixed-rail systems.
Inadequate Local Service: The chosen route does not appear to adequately serve
the needs of the local population, despite the substantial investment.
Questionable Cost-Benefit Analysis: The financial and social cost-benefit analysis
for the project appears to be flawed and should be re-examined.

I have attached a list of the documents to which I intend to refer, along with relevant
extracts, as required by the Inquiry Rules. These documents include:

TWA Order Application Documents: The official application for the Cambridge
South East Transport Order, submitted by the Greater Cambridge Partnership on 9
January 2025.
Alternative Scheme Briefing: The briefing document on alternative bus schemes
published by Cambridge Past Present & Future (CPPF).
Great Shelford Parish Council Response: The formal response to the TWA Order
application from Great Shelford Parish Council.
Council Statements of Case: The Statements of Case submitted by Cambridge City
Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council.
Personal Research & Publications: My M.Phil thesis from Imperial College,
relevant research reports from my time at the Transport Research Laboratory, and
specifically:

TRL Overseas Road Note 12 (ORN12): Design Guidelines for Busway
Transit
TRL Conference Paper PA 3143/96: Decision making and large transport
infrastructure projects
TRL Conference Paper: Which Transit?, presented at the PTRC European
Transport Forum, 1994



I look forward to the opportunity to provide my oral evidence at the inquiry.

Yours faithfully,

 

Geoff Gardner

 




