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Dear Ms Wakeham 
 
THE TRANSPORT AND WORKS ACT 1992 (the 1992 Act): PROPOSED ROTHER 
VALLEY RAILWAY (BODIAM TO ROBERTSBRIDGE JUNCTION) ORDER  
 
THE TRANSPORT AND WORKS (APPLICATIONS AND OBJECTIONS PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND AND WALES) RULES 2006 (the 2006 Rules) 
 
Application by: ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY LIMITED (RVR) 
 
Site Address: THE FORMER ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY BETWEEN BODIAM AND 
ROBERTSBRIDGE 
 
REQUEST FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION-8 JUNE 2020 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 30 October 2020, to which I have had regard. 
 
The submission date for the Further Environmental Information was set, in my letter of 
18 September 2020, having had regard to the previous correspondence, including but 
not limited to the following:  

1. I included an allowance of 6 weeks for the completion of preliminary matters 
(reference to your letter of 11 September 2020). I understand from your most 
recent letter, that the Environment Agency has provided some of the flow data 
you need, enabling work to commence, and it expects to provide the remainder 
just outside of the 6-week period. 
   

2. I included 18 weeks for the completion of the revised Flood Risk Assessment and 
cross-checking of other chapters of the Environmental Statement (reference: 
your letter of 22 June 2020, which indicated that the revised assessment would 
take around 18 weeks to complete, following receipt of flow data from the 
Environment Agency (Annexe-Option B); and, your email of 5 August 2020, 
which confirmed that the timetable provided included 2 weeks for the 
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Environment Statement topics to be revisited to take account of the new 
assessment.) 

 
3. I included a further 2 weeks to allow for preparation of the package of information 

for publication. 
 
With reference to your letter of 30 October 2020, it appears to me that progress is 
broadly in line with steps outlined above. Whilst I have had regard to your concern that 
the submission date may be difficult to meet, I note that your consultants will endeavour 
to do so. I remain of the view that the submission date of 22 March 2021 strikes a fair 
and reasonable balance between the differing interests of the parties. 
 
Against that background, the Planning Inspectorate will proceed to liaise with the main 
parties to set a new date for the Inquiry, making allowances for comment on the Further 
Environmental Information, when published, followed by a period of time to prepare 
and submit evidence in advance of the opening. Consideration will also be given to the 
most appropriate Inquiry format to plan for. I understand the reluctance of 
Robertsbridge Community College to host part of the event, as previously planned, 
given the current Covid-19 circumstances. Nevertheless, I anticipate, in light of the 
progress that has been made in recent months in the use of virtual event formats, that 
it would be unlikely to delay the Inquiry if that venue is unavailable. 
 
A copy of this letter will be sent to both the Environment Agency and those 
representing OBJ/1002 as well as placed on the Inquiry website: 
http://rother-valley.gateleyhamer-pi.com/docs  
 
Yours sincerely, 

Ian Jenkins 

Inspector 
(Signed with the authority of the Secretary of State) 
 
cc. The Transport Infrastructure Planning Unit, Department for Transport 

http://rother-valley.gateleyhamer-pi.com/docs

