Andrew Lewin MP
Statement to Ellenbrook Inquiry — 19.11.24

As both the Labour Member of Parliament for Welwyn Hatfield and a local resident, it is a
privilege to be among the first to give evidence to this inquiry. Business in the House of
Commons is about to start for the day, but this is the only place I wanted to be this morning.

I know how important this issue is for so many local residents in Ellenbrook, Salisbury
Village and across Hatfield.

I want to start by thanking the community groups who have been seeking to protect
Ellenbrook Fields over so many years. You won the political argument against the quarry and
made your case successfully to the previous Planning Inspector.

Only two years ago, that Inspector provided a clear judgement, which I paraphrase below:

“The scheme would be inappropriate development, which is by definition harmful to
the Green Belt.

1 consider that the harm to the Green Belt, along with the harm to the character,
appearance and amenity of the area, and to pedestrian safety, is not clearly
outweighed by the benefits of aggregate extraction.”

It’s my conviction that this should have been the moment when this question was resolved.

With the proposal from Brett Aggregates rejected by the community and the Planning
Inspectorate, Hertfordshire County Council had one final responsibility — to remove the
Ellenbrook site from their Minerals Plan. They failed to do so.

We are debating a renewed application for a quarry today, because of the failure of
Conservative run Hertfordshire County Council to draw a line under this issue when they had
the opportunity to do so.

Prior to my election and since becoming our Labour MP in July this year, I urged
Hertfordshire County Council to remove Ellenbrook from the Minerals Plan for the county. If
that decision had been taken, I think it is extremely unlikely that Brett Aggregates would have
any cause to appeal again. The failure to act meant, that Brett were emboldened to bring their
case forward.

I believe the failure to remove Ellenbrook from the Minerals Plan is the single biggest reason
we are back here today. It was a choice made by this local Conservative administration and
one they alone are accountable for.

The case to reject a quarry and maintain Ellenbrook Fields as a green oasis for Hatfield is as
strong today as it was when the last judgement was made in 2022.

I welcome the fact that residents and representatives from community groups will be
providing detailed evidence in the days to come. I don’t intend to pre-empt the case they will
make, so will briefly summarise some of the arguments I believe to be most powerful.



1. The proposed site for the quarry is in the green belt and the scale and varied habitats
of Ellenbrook Country Park, make it a rare corridor and resource for wildlife in
Hatfield. In 2022, the previous inspector was clear that a quarry would cause major
harm to the Green Belt, “not outweighed by the benefits of aggregate extraction.”

I believe that is still the case.

2. The original Section 106 Agreement agreed in 2001 set out requirements for
Ellenbrook Fields to be leased to a Trust and managed in the public interest as a
Country Park. This legal agreement has never been honoured in full.

I have a petition calling for this agreement to be honoured and Ellenbrook Park
Country Trust to be created. As of yesterday, this had the support of 527 local people
and I will be submitting it to this Inquiry.

3. The proposed quarry will be situated near to the known bromate contamination of
public and private groundwater supplies.
I would encourage the Inspector to consult with the Environment Agency and look to
the precautionary principle. In short, that it cannot be right to approve any proposal
for a quarry that has a credible risk of damaging our local water supply.

Quarrying has taken place in and around Hatfield for nearly 100 years. We have made a
significant contribution to meeting national demand for sand and gravel.

The objections to a quarry at Ellenbrook to are not because people in our town do not want to
play our part in a national effort. It is because there is a compelling case to protect the green
belt, guard against water contamination and create Ellenbrook Country Park as a destination
for local people.

The Conservatives who run Hertfordshire County Council have formally “withdrawn their
reasons for objection” to this proposal, but as the Labour MP for Welwyn Hatfield I am here
to stand up for our community.

I commend everyone who is coming forward to provide evidence and hope that we can
secure the right outcome: A green future for Ellenbrook Fields.
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Andrew Lewin MP - Petition to Save Ellenbrook Fields
Why this petition matters

Ellenbrook Fields is a green oasis in Hatfield. It is a site that we want to see remain as
a country park, not turned into a quarry.

The landowner seeks approval to operate a quarry for 40 years, but has failed to
address key questions on public health, pollution and the long-term impact on
Hatfield.

Shockingly, the Conservative run Hertfordshire County Council has withdrawn their
reasons for opposing the application.

As your Labour Member of Parliament and Labour Borough Councillors, we continue
to oppose the application.

Sign our petition to ARC - insist they honour their promise and establish the
Ellenbrook Country Park Trust, so local residents have some power over the future of
the site and we can protect as much green space as possible.

Andrew Lewin MP

https://survey.labour.org.uk/ellenbrookfields

Signatories: 532

1 Conor Yapp

2 Phil Blanc

3 Sarah Tapley

4 Chris m palmer

5 Colin Brown

6 Balint Domonkos
7 Julia Palmer

8 Lucas Palmer

9 Georgie Murray
10 Matt Kortekaas

11 Lynn Beades

12 Courtney D'Souza
13 Sarah Reynolds
14 Natalie Kortekaas
15 Michael Garman
16 David Sweet

17 Maisy Buckingham
18 Heidi Lewis

19 Stephen Gibson
20 Andrea Armstrong



https://survey.labour.org.uk/ellenbrookfields
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21 Jane Elbourne

22 Michelle Watson
23 Paul Impey

24 Jill Hailey

25 Marcin Hupert

26 Lesley Lilley

27 Amarachi precious lwuamalam
28 Ashley Light

29 Stephen Millar

30 davide giovannini
31 Malcolm Printer
32 Andrew Hedges
33 Cathie Edwards
34 Antony Elbourne
35 Holly Kidd

36 Rachel Roberts

37 Graham Lewis

38 Clare Timmis

39 Sandra Kinnard

40 David Roffe

41 Annamaria Di Stefano
42 Graeme Balding
43 Catherine Skinner
44 Sasha Monk

45 John Petersen

46 Claire morris

47 Sarah Jones

48 Patrick Lawrie

49 Fiona Dale

50 Beth Burgess

51 Beverley Burgess
52 Sarah Lieberman
53 Owen Gallagher
54 Susannah Cann
55 Susan Blackburn
56 Robert Dean

57 Sarah Kemp

58 Gaynor Jones

59 JOHN HAWTHORNE
60 Ryan Forster

61 Hannah Rabbitt
62 Carole Hearmon
63 Stephen Illingworth
64 Helen Callegari

65 Carolyn Crawshaw

66

Anne Waldron
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67 Steve Townsend

68 Raibeart MacDougall
69 Dee Ilingworth

70 Mandy Rogan

71 Michael Crawshaw
72 Robyn Pewsey-Smith
73 Paul Blessing

74 Judith Adams

75 Sophie Stephens
76 Rosie Clewlow

77 Connie Hazlehurst
78 Matthew Timmis

79 Maureen Ward

80 Caroline Rossington
81 Romoun Phillips

82 Clare Timmis

83 Caroline Churchill
84 Nicky Rogowski

85 Hazel Robinson

86 Alex Joelle

87 Stef Harvey

88 Sarah Endersby

89 Christopher Thomas
90 Robin Aley

91 Sally Stevenson

92 Beth H

93 Christopher Cousins
94 Andrew Hedges

95 Emma Hedges

96 Vicki Laing

97 Jennifer Hedges

98 Dave Railston

99 Adam Cann

100 Steve Plume

101 Sophie Hawton

102 Sharon Harridance
103 James Stancombe
104 Andrew Brown

105 Peter Clark

106 Wendy Sims

107 Amne DGama

108 Andrew Roberts
109 Nicola Crofts

110 Anthony Bristow
111 Zarin Rupawalla
112 Barry Rayner
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113 Peter Gregory

114 Lauren Cook

115 Stephen Gibson
116 Helen Touchais
117 Nick Waddell

118 Gill Blanden

119 Michael Garman
120 Hazel Martin

121 Rebecca Tagg

122 Aubrey Brathwaite
123 Karen Tagg

124 Susie Davidson
125 Vicki Blanden

126 Sally Davidson
127 Paul Hanson

128 Beth Lyle

129 Liz Annal

130 Tim Simmons

131 Alan Staples

132 Kyriacos Papasavva
133 Exalted Ed-Okungbowa
134 Ed Okungbowa
135 Daniel Ward

136 Claire Kennedy
137 Nigel Armitage
138 Keranjit Poonia
139 Janet O'Neill

140 Christine Cann
141 Kartik Daswani
142 Allison Skeggs
143 N Li

144 Lynn Hodges

145 Sylvie Gabbey
146 James Broach

147 Peter Lilley

148 Philippa Davis
149 Yvette Rawle

150 Rachel Andrews
151 Jim Wells

152 Christopher Mappouridis
153 Dhilum Alacon
154 Jakub Stezay

155 Graham Smith
156 Dharmisha Stezaly
157 Jean Cox

158 Sharon Astley
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159 Sally Bull

160 Davinia Dillon

161 john Garside-Neville

162 Sarah Butler-Tuffery

163 Dorothy Lackenby

164 Michelle Mitchell

165 Jack Price

166 Teresa Heaney

167 Katie Brand

168 Rishi Kotecha

169 Gail Bishop

170 Amanda Newton

171 Christabel Tan

172 Russell Sleat

173 Sharon Loughlin

174 Jonathan Seaton

175 Layla Kaye

176 Bernadette Reynolds

177 Melanie Weinstein

178 Korin Warner

179 Lorraine Fox

180 Neville Fox

181 Tommas Simmons
182 Clare Simmons
183 Nicola Jones

184 Alison Meaden
185 Isobel Hamer

186 Martin Worman

187 Philippa Butler

188 Nicholas Koliardos

189 Samantha Koliardos

190 Anna Harriet Northcroft

191 Zeynep Yildiz

192 Cathy Watson

193 Neville Fox

194 Paul Smith

195 Alan Folkard

196 Alan Waksberg

197 Imogen Gent

198 Charles Simpson

199 (only email address provided)

200 Anna Reynolds

201 Joanna Scott

202 Jo Crouch

203 | Ruby Wong

204 James Scott
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205 Lee Knowles

206 jeff lee

207 Jon Gendle

208 Wenda Wu

209 poppy mills

210 Scott Willmott
211 Wendy Turner
212 Paul Hibbert

213 Daniel Loftus
214 Jamie Loftus

215 Chris Loftus

216 Gerard Loftus
217 Karl Henrich

218 Namita Hooda
219 Michelle Freeman
220 GEORGE PERISTIANI
221 Jasmine Elliott
222 Alan Waksberg
223 Jessica Seagreen
224 Julie Weaver

225 Sarah Martin

226 Nina Sue

227 Francesca Fazey
228 Michael Reynolds
229 Gill Cooper

230 Sara Hooda

231 Matthew Southam
232 Yvonne Parnell
233 Jane Stacey

234 Shiv Gohil

235 Haroon Ahmer
236 James Roast

237 Anupam Mookerjee
238 AlLam

239 Phil Blanc

240 Olivia Patterson
241 Matt Kortekaas
242 Simon Coleman
243 Kate Coleman
244 Joyce Walkey

245 Brian Evans

246 Nicole Weisfeld
247 Russell Evans
248 Amy Debenham-Evans
249 keira evans

250

Carole Evans
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251 Kirsti Henrich

252 CrystalH

253 Russell Evans

254 Loraine Rich

255 Renata Dunkley

256 Benson Fung

257 Jane Fewlass

258 Thomas Leung

259 Nathan Pycio

260 Marian Hurle

261 David Hurle

262 Neo Pedrithes

263 Al Dudhia

264 Julie Found

265 Richard Crow

266 Muriel Kipgen

267 Derrick Crump

268 George Markham

269 Catherine Porter

270 Wai Kan

271 United Kingdom United Kingdom

272 Holly Aldridge

273 Kelly Weal

274 Jessica Chapple

275 Katie Chu

276 Matt Chu

277 Lex Cameron

278 Charlotte Darrell

279 Jenny Richardson

280 Brandon Chu

281 So Shan Lam

282 Mark Hisgrove

283 Matthew Weal

284 Chris Banks

285 Susan Poole

286 Rhian Court

287 alan skiffins

288 Hele Matterface

289 Gary Court

290 Susan Venour

291 Nilesh Bathia

292 Lucy Richardson

293 Anand Dasari

294 Archana Dasari

295 Lucy lwasyk

296 Emily Jackson
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297 Surasen

298 Joe Beckett

299 Hannah Wallace
300 Shabnam Singh
301 Kieran Weal

302 Aimee Weal

303 Glenn O'Leary

304 Sylvia Coirt

305 danny chapman
306 Charlotte Weal
307 Simon Fung

308 Nick Trigg

309 Rachel Loftus

310 Maria David

311 CarmenYip

312 Muhommed Patel
313 Lindsay Mann

314 Michael Woodmore
315 Annamaria Di stefano
316 Panagiotis Yfantoudas
317 Tanya Hendricks
318 Andrea Hann

319 Neeraj Hooda

320 Sophie Maughan
321 Lauren Orella

322 Clair Johnson

323 Matthew Kavanagh
324 Paul Dutnall

325 Connie Li

326 Rebecca James
327 Kevin Weal

328 George Woods
329 Surasen Naidu
330 Toby Lester

331 Jason Mattu

332 Parris Robinson
333 Dhavalkumar Panchal
334 Sarah Clark

335 Loraine Selby

336 James Thompson
337 Kate Atkins

338 Lily Thompson

339 Karen Whitford
340 Andrew Whitford
341 Daisy Rabb

342 Gina Lucas
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343 Gordon Sankey

344 Daniel Follon

345 Larry Crofton

346 Kevin Hodgson

347 Clive Pugh

348 Lesley Foster

349 Tony Ryan

350 Terry Hawton

351 Linda Cooney

352 Zarin Rupawalla

353 Peter Clark

354 Sarah Ellingworth

355 Anna Skiba

356 Sally Stevenson

357 Sarah Cassidy

358 Ollie Cook

359 David Monk

360 Gemma Samroo

361 Tracey Churchill

362 Susan Chard

363 Billy Mitchell

364 David Kaloczi

365 Anthony Carter

366 Chris Jeffcoate

367 Cherise Fairman

368 Caroline Baynes

369 Bridget Fitzgerald

370 Gill Costello

371 Matthew Bond

372 Claire Buttenshaw

373 Jennifer Davies

374 Samantha Brown

375 Chris Humber

376 Lorna Willmott

377 Jennifer McCallum

378 Robin Aley

379 Anthea Graham

380 Denise Brooks

381 Punita Gandecha

382 Andrew Mick

383 Kathryn Alford

384 Jamie Brown

385 lan Gregory

386 Janine Stevens

387 Martin Innocent

388 Ruth Taunton
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389 Rhiannon Marshall
390 Kayleigh Arodu
391 Neeta Nair

392 Jonny Taylor

393 Mark Toynbee

394 Alex Anderson
395 Donald Busolini
396 Mark Cowell

397 Betsy Sadler

398 Stephen Munnelly
399 Pauline Carroll
400 Louise Clarke

401 Lee McDonald
402 C Day

403 Emma Nakhjavan
404 Mark Kelly

405 Jodie Reid

406 Trevor Mountford
407 Maureen Precey
408 Mr C Stobart

409 Trevor Loads

410 Richard Lewis

411 Johanna Cauvill
412 Janine Lawrence
413 Laura Walker

414 Anne Spence

415 Gavin Potter

416 David Seaton Ulliott
417 Sarah Coley

418 Sandra Hudson
419 Paul Kitchener
420 Daniel Wootton
421 Harley Wright

422 Lena Alford

423 Daniel Alford

424 Stephen Patten
425 John Viney

426 Nugel Randall
427 Emma Kennedy
428 Rebekka Pedrithes
429 Martin Milburn
430 Wendy Sims

431 Gaynor Jones

432 Susan Spring-Arnold
433 Helen Quick

434 sion burns
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435 lan Munro

436 Gillian Beckford
437 Behram Printer
438 Matthew Hobbs
439 Mark Bicknell
440 Shreyas Chandaria
441 Kathleen Hallahan
442 Martin Jay

443 Candice Barlow
444 Barry Rayner

445 Geoffrey Lamb
446 Jane Anderson
447 Jabe Perrott

448 Rosalind Cloke
449 Addel Poulton
450 Paola Vigano

451 Stephen Greengrass
452 Samir parmar
453 Samir Parmar
454 Jim Huckle

455 Amanda Huckle
456 Douglas Dowie
457 Michelle Eden
458 Sheila Poulton
459 Eileen Smith

460 Jenny Martin

461 Jane Perrott

462 Gabriella Martin
463 steven martin
464 lon Cozma

465 Chad Church
466 Sara Rushby

467 David Wheeler
468 Martin Davidson
469 Kate Rayner

470 Maria Gray

471 Matthew Myers
472 Nicola Brown
473 Bert Craven

474 Michael Tomazou
475 Susan Conway
476 Mohammad Naeem Khan
477 Sheila Smith

478 Alex Beart

479 Andrew Mills

480 Cliff Meader
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481 Alex Raine

482 Jessica Horn

483 Philippa Butler

484 Tabitha Pawar

485 John Kidd

486 Ernest Wright

487 Teresa Campbell
488 Kayleigh Wesley
489 Kelly Ferguson

490 Christos Pedrithes
491 Jane Skeates

492 Julie Inglis

493 Andy Chaplin

494 Patricia Gill

495 Shawn Franklin

496 Helen Walecka

497 Rachel Pedrithes
498 Michael Ajoodan-Poor
499 Chantal Salvatore
500 Tatiana Petchenkina
501 Lanre Animashaun
502 Carolyn Haywood
503 Karina Raine

504 Graham Lewis

505 Lisa O'Leary

506 Supriya Khedekar
507 Stuart Burford

508 topaz glover

509 Tinamaria Glover
510 Victoria Jackson

511 Hannah west

512 Bahram Ajoodanpoor
513 Joe Goldman

514 Emily Primrose-Brown
515 Matthew Jarrett

516 Nicholas Koliardos
517 Elena Cozma

518 Rina Passmore

519 Louise Mear

520 John Meeke

521 John Spavins

522 Daniel Morris

523 Paige Green

524 Pamela Mahoney
525 Julie Bullen

526 Marianna Theofanous
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527 Samantha Koliardos
528 Kanta Rodrigues
529 Mimi Kidd

530 Rosie Willett

531 mark bailey

532 Richard Morgan
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