


above, requiring all those steps. So steep, dark, damp, narrow and stepped is a
recipe for disaster.
It is also extremely narrow, being single track for much of its length, which will again
cause issues both to walkers and to maintaining it with tools and machinery.
The land is not owned by Network Rail to my knowledge, so they would have costs to
buy that and ongoing costs  to maintain it.
This alternative has not been considered adequately because if so it would be
recognised as unviable.
Another example of trying to pull a fast one over users with a simplified approach.

The most effective way of safely maintaining a route is to build a footbridge at
the existing crossing place. Network Rail knows this. 

Network Rail proposed this in 2022. It submitted a planning application for a
footbridge, and this was approved by Oldham Council. 
Now Network Rail is not prepared to meet the cost. Instead, it suggests that walkers
should use a different path, as above, one which is dangerous and inconvenient.

It appears to me that  this has been ill thought through and has been subject to
budgetary constraints which should have been properly worked out and
included in the first place by central government and the Railway planners.

Apparently this was not the case, so we are meant to suffer for this apparent
incompetence.

Please  note, I also fully support the objections and solutions being put forward
by the Moorgate Footbridge Campaign Group to persuade the operator to
revisit planning and create a bridge at Moorgate.

I hope you can attach appropriate significance of the above points to your
considerations and support this objection and footbridge solution. 

Please let me know if you need anything further.

Yours sincerely
Ken Gartside




