From: Catherine Duerden

To: Joanna Vincent

Cc: Jo M Baker

Subject: Summary of Natural England"s position - Cambourne to Cambridge
Date: 16 September 2025 11:02:13

Attachments: 07(b)- CtoC Natural England - Draft conditions - amended 150925.docx

07(a)- CtoC Natural England - Consultation record - amended 150925.docx

Good morning,

Please find attached an agreed record of engagement, and an extract of the relevant draft
planning conditions which have been amended to require consultation with Natural
England.

The following is a summary of Natural England’s position in relation to the Cambourne to
Cambridge Scheme:

. Following receipt of further information from the Applicant, Natural England is

satisfied that the Applicant has given sufficient regard to:

® the identification of foraging areas and the potential for Coton Orchard County

Wildlife Site (CWS) to be a valuable foraging habitat; and

® the assessment of impacts on bats
Natural England agree that collision risk in respect of bats is acceptable subject to
securing appropriate mitigation. Natural England are content with the mitigation
proposed at this stage, notably the mitigation to be employed where bats may
cross the scheme, however, Natural England require to be consulted on the final
design of mitigation to be applied (i.e. at detailed design stage), particularly in
relation to lighting, noise, and landscape treatments, as well as on the adoption of
an appropriate Bat Monitoring Strategy.
The final design of the mitigation to be employed will be informed by the results of
the thermal imaging surveys, and it has been agreed that Natural England will be
consulted on the final design of the bat mitigation.
Planning conditions have been drafted by the Applicant and Natural England to
secure the mitigation required.
Given the low risk of collision, the scheme should not materially add to existing
levels of natural and anthropogenic mortality or compromise the Favourable
Conservation Status of the Eversden & Wimpole Woods SAC. Natural England are
therefore able to conclude that, provided the necessary mitigation measures are
implemented, there would be no adverse effect on the integrity of the Eversden &
Wimpole Woods SAC as a result of the Scheme.

Kind regards,
Catherine

Catherine Duerden

Higher Officer - Sustainable Development
Natural England
West Anglia Team
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Cambourne to Cambridge 

DRAFT PLANNING CONDITIONS

Edited by Natural England – 15 September 2025



8. Code of Construction Practice 

[bookmark: _Hlk206409216]Prior to commencement of development a Code of Construction Practice shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the relevant local planning authority. The Code of Construction Practice submitted for approval must accord substantially with the draft Code of Construction Practice (Document ref: CtoC-26-00) and include measures for temporary hedges or screens to maintain bat flightlines during construction which shall be informed by consultation with Natural England. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved Code of Construction Practice unless otherwise agreed in writing by the relevant local planning authority.

Reason: To ensure the environmental impact of the construction of the development  is adequately mitigated and in the interests of the amenity of nearby residents/occupiers in accordance with policies CC/6, SC/9, SC/10, SC/11, SC/12 and SC/14 of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (2018); Greater Cambridge Sustainable Design and Construction SPD 2020 (section 3.6. Pollution); and policies 28, 34, 35 and 36 of the Cambridge City Council Local Plan (2018).  



9. Local Environmental Management Plan(s) 

No phase of the development with the exception of the site investigation works approved under condition 4 (Site Investigation Strategy) and the archaeological mitigation work approved under condition 7 (Archaeological Mitigation), shall commence until a Local Environmental Management Plan (LEMP) in relation to that phase has been submitted to and approved in writing by the relevant local planning authority in consultation with Natural England.  The LEMP shall cover all matters specified in Sections 4 to 13 of the Code of Construction Practice approved under condition 8 (Code of Construction Practice). 

Where relevant, the LEMP(s) shall include but not be limited to the following elements: 

a) Construction Traffic Management Plan including: 

i. Permitted access routes and accesses for construction traffic; 

ii. Site boundaries and the main access/egress points for worksites and compounds; 

iii. Temporary and permanent closures and diversions of highways and other Public Rights of Way; 

iv. A list of roads which may be used by construction traffic in the vicinity of the site, including any restrictions to construction traffic on these routes, such as the avoidance of large goods vehicles operating adjacent to schools during drop-off and pick-up periods;  

v. The proposed traffic management strategy; 

vi. Other measures which will affect the highway, such as lorry holding areas; 

vii. Regular operation of traffic liaison groups with key stakeholders to ensure that programmes of works are shared and which will assist the highway authorities to carry out their network management duties, and which requires traffic liaison groups to consider appropriate engagement with local communities directly affected by site specific traffic management plans on a case-by-case basis; and 

viii. A register of applications for consents associated with temporary traffic management measures.  

b) Construction workforce travel plans setting out proposals for site access for all workers and site staff, taking into account the availability of public transport routes and facilities for cycling and walking according to anticipated demands; 

c) Details of agricultural land classification surveys to be undertaken in relation to agricultural soils to be disturbed by the development, including volumes of available soil resources to inform a Soil Handling Management Plan as required in condition 12 (Soil Handling Management Plan); 

d) A Construction Dust / Air Quality Assessment, Management and Monitoring Plan to provide an assessment of dust and air quality impacts associated with the construction process.  The plan must also set out the proposed air quality inspection and monitoring procedures to assess the effectiveness of measures to prevent dust and pollutant emissions during construction; 

e) Details for implementation of appropriate handling, treatment and disposal procedures during construction for the control of invasive and non-native species and any other species listed in Schedule 9, Part I or Part II of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended, or the Weeds Act 1959 to prevent the spread of such species; 

f) Surface water and groundwater control measures to include a description of the measures to be used to protect surface water and groundwater from pollution. As far as is reasonably practicable, all measures must follow the environmental good practice guidance set out within the latest Groundwater Protection Guides (EA & DEFRA), the latest Pollution Prevention for Businesses guidance (EA & DEFRA), the Guidance for Pollution Prevention (GPP) series of documents (in particular GPP1: A General Guide to Preventing Pollution and GPP5: Works and maintenance in or near water), and the relevant CIRIA guidance (in particular C532: Control of water pollution from construction sites, C648: Control of water pollution from linear construction projects: technical guidance, and C649: Control of water pollution from linear construction projects: site guide); 

g) Details of temporary fencing and means of enclosure associated with the construction phase; 

h) Measures to minimise the pollution of surface and groundwater and remediate any areas of contamination that are identified; 

i) A Construction Lighting Management Plan - Where applicable, construction lighting must comply with the Institute of Lighting Professionals Guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light – GN01 (2011) and the provisions of BS EN 12464-2-2014 (Outdoor Workplaces); 

j) A Demolition and Construction Noise and Vibration Assessment, Management and Monitoring Plan - in accordance with the provisions of BS 5228:2009 +A1:2014 Code of Practice for noise and vibration on construction and open sites (part 1- noise & 2-vibration) which includes details of any piling and mitigation/monitoring measures to be taken to protect local residents from noise or vibration; 

k) A Site Waste Management Plan - to ensure that waste arising from the development is minimised and that which is produced is handled in such a way that maximises opportunities for re-use or recycling; 

l) A Materials Management Plan - concerning materials brought onto, used in and removed from the development which shall include; 

I. details of the volumes and types of material proposed to be imported or reused on site; 

II. details of the proposed source(s) of the imported or reused material; 

III. details of the chemical testing for all material to be undertaken before placement onto the site; 

IV. results of the chemical testing which must show the material is suitable for use on the development; 

V. confirmation of the chain of evidence to be kept during the materials movement, including material importation, reuse placement and removal from and to the development; 

m) Details of Non-Road Mobile Machinery (NRMM) which must be required to operate to the highest relevant Euro nonroad emissions standards at the time of use; 

n) An Ecology site management plan for protected species; and

o) Details of any embankments and planted hedges to encourage elevated bat crossing of the busway, and any other bat mitigation measures (anywhere along the scheme) which shall be informed by consultation with Natural England. 

The LEMP(s) produced shall be made available in an electronic form suitable for inspection by members of the public. The LEMP(s) must include details of the general complaints procedure / protocol, with contact details publicised / made available, and details of community liaison to be undertaken proactively should members of the public wish to raise concerns / complaints.  

Reference should be made to the Greater Cambridge Sustainable Design and Construction Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), (Adopted January 2020) and in particular section 3.6 – Pollution (pages 76-144) and the following subsections: Light Pollution/Contaminated Land/Noise Pollution (including vibration)/Air Quality/Odour and Other Fugitive Emissions to Air and associated appendices. 

The development shall be undertaken in accordance with the approved LEMP(s).  

Reason: To ensure the environmental impact of the construction of the development  is adequately mitigated and in the interests of the amenity of nearby residents/occupiers in accordance with policies CC/6, SC/9, SC/10, SC/11, SC/12 and SC/14 of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (2018); Greater Cambridge Sustainable Design and Construction SPD 2020 (section 3.6. Pollution) and Policies 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36 of the Cambridge City Council Local Plan (2018).  



18. Bat Monitoring Strategy 

No phase of the development, with the exception of the intrusive site investigation works approved under condition 4 (Site Investigation Strategy) and the archaeological mitigation work approved under condition 7 (Archaeological Mitigation), shall commence until a detailed Bat Monitoring Strategy for that phase has been submitted to and approved in writing by the relevant local planning authority in consultation with Natural England.  

The strategy will be developed in line with CIEEM’s Bat Mitigation Guidelines, Chapter 9 (Reason and Wray, 2025*) to monitor the effectiveness of the mitigation proposed in relation to bats.  The Strategy will identify:

a) who is responsible for monitoring;

b) how it will be funded;

c) how the monitoring will be carried out (methods, equipment, survey effort, licensing);

d) how access for monitoring will be ensured (even after assets have changed hands);

e) how and when the results are to be reported, and to whom, and

a) the party(ies) responsible for any remedial measures that are required.

The monitoring strategy will:

f) define the elements that are to be monitored, and when

g) have clearly defined and ideally measurable objectives

h) include a clear definition of success for each mitigation and compensation feature

i) include proportionate and appropriate methods for data collection and analysis

j) outline triggers (thresholds) for remedial action, and what that remedial action should be, and

k) contribute to a wider understanding of the measures applied.

Monitoring shall be carried out in full accordance with such approved details unless otherwise agreed in writing with the relevant local planning authority. 

*Reason, P.F. and Wray, S. (2025). UK Bat Mitigation Guidelines: a guide to impact assessment, mitigation and compensation for developments affecting bats. Version 1.2. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, Ampfield.

Reason: To conserve biodiversity in accordance with section 15 of NPPF 2024 policies 69 and 70 of Cambridge Local Plan 2018, policies NH/4, NH/5 and NH/6 of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018 and the Greater Cambridge Biodiversity SPD 2022. 



19. Location, layout, scale and external appearance – guided busway and its associated structures

No development shall commence in relation to each of the following items associated with the guided busway until in each case the prior written approval of their location, layout, scale and external appearance has been obtained from the relevant local planning authority (in consultation with Natural England regarding items c and d):

a. Any building, including utility enclosures and substations;

b. Any Busway Stop;

c. The M11 overbridge, Bin Brook crossing or any other bridge and their associated structures including embankments, abutments and parapets;

d. Location and type of environmental noise barriers (comprised of earth mounds, landscaping or physical acoustic fence / barriers structures or a combination thereof if required) associated with the guided busway system; and

e. Retaining structures. 

The works shall be carried out in accordance with the approval given by the relevant local planning authority or, if that authority gives prior written approval to any amendment or alteration, subject to such amendment or alteration.

Reason: To ensure that the design and external appearance of the development does not detract from the character and appearance of the area in line with Policies 35, 55 and 57 of the Cambridge Local Plan 2018 and Policies SC/10, TI/3 and HQ/1 of the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018


21. Operational Lighting  

No external lighting shall be provided or installed until an artificial lighting impact assessment and mitigation scheme has been submitted to and approved in writing by the relevant local planning authority in consultation with Natural England. The assessment shall include the following: 

i) the method of lighting (including luminaire type / profiles, mounting location /location / height, aiming angles / orientation, angle of glare, operational controls, horizontal / vertical isolux contour light levels and calculated glare levels to receptors) 

ii) the extent/levels of illumination over the site and on adjacent land and predicted lighting levels at the nearest light sensitive receptors   

All artificial lighting must meet the Obtrusive Light Limitations for Exterior Lighting Installations contained within the Institute of Lighting Professionals Guidance Notices Note for the Reduction of Obtrusive Light - GN01/20 (or as superseded).  

The proposed mitigation scheme must be designed to an acceptable level in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust and Institute of Lighting Professionals Guidance Note 08/18 (or as superseded), and must address sensitive areas for barbastelle bats affected by the development.
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[bookmark: _Toc208326744]Record of Engagement

A summary of the recent meetings and correspondence that has taken place between the Applicant and Natural England in relation to the application is below.

Record of Engagement

		Date

		Form of Correspondence

		Key Topics Discussed and Key Outcomes 



		22/1/2018

		Formal written response – Phase 1 consultation

		On-line scheme involving widening of the transport corridor to the north. This would bring the road corridor closer to the boundary of Madingley Wood SSSI. This option therefore appears to pose the greatest risk of direct and indirect impact to the SSSI

Off-line route option appears to be sufficiently distanced from designated sites and therefore unlikely to have any adverse impact on these. 

(Note: The barbastelle colony in Madingley Wood was not known to Natural England at this time and comments primarily relate to potential land-take and air quality impacts)



		01/06/2020



		Formal written response – Natural England Discretionary Advice Service 

		2019 bat survey report indicates that this is clearly a significant area for barbastelle activity. Potential effects on the Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC and wider conservation status of barbastelle bats in the region including newly identified colony in Madingley Wood SSSI. Essential to ensure Madingley Wood and other important conservation features (including other bat species) are appropriately considered in survey, mitigation, compensation, monitoring and remedial measures.



Further survey work/information required.  



		20/08/2020

		Meeting 

		Landscape Heritage Ecology Working Group (LHE) meeting attended by Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP), Mott Macdonald (on behalf of GCP), Cambridgeshire County Council, South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cambridge City Council, Cambridge Past Present and Future, Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Environment Agency, National Trust and Network Rail.



		11/03/2022



		Formal written response - EIA scoping consultation

		General advice on the structure and contents of the ES including protected species and habitats and those of principal importance. 

Advice on the assessment of potential impacts on statutory designated sites, namely Eversden and Wimpole SAC and in combination assessment.  



		05/07/2022



		Formal written response – EIA public consultation response

		Reiterates response from 11 March 2022. Generally, in support of the EIA public consultation document.   Environmental enhancements, including BNG, should aim to contribute towards the delivery of the Nature Recovery Network and the Cambridge Nature Network. 



		11/07/2022



		Formal written response – Natural England Discretionary Advice Service 

		Potential effects on the Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC and survey data required to assess impacts.  

Support for habitat creation and the proposal to achieve BNG. 

No objection to survey methodology proposed for bats (including Barbastelle Bats). 



		04/12/2023

		Stakeholder letter

		Letter sent from GCP to stakeholders with an interest in the Cambourne to Cambridge public transport and active travel scheme.



		12/01/2024

		Email

		Natural England raised concerns about the draft Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), questioning whether the in-combination effects of the Scheme and A428 road improvement on bat crossings have been fully considered and request clarification on mitigation. 



		21/05/2024

		Email

		GCP responded explaining that the HRA has considered the in-combination effects, concluding that the additional collision risk for bats is low.



		18/11/2024

		Letter

		Schedule 5 Notice.



		02/04/2025

		Meeting 

		Meeting to discuss Natural England’s representations (REP11) meeting attended by GCP, WSP (on behalf of GCP) and Natural England. Discussions held regarding the survey effort completed to inform the Scheme. 

Minutes for this meeting were issued on 25 June 2025.



		16/04/2025

		Email

		Natural England provided a response to the information presented in the meeting on 2nd April.  WSP’s response was subsequently included in June meeting minutes (below)

Technical Note 1 (Surveys Summary and Mitigation Justification) was issued on 03 August 2025.



		09/06/2025

		Meeting 

		Meeting to discuss Natural England’s representations (CD2-REP-11) meeting attended by GCP, WSP (on behalf of GCP), RSK (on behalf of GCP) and Natural England. Discussions held regarding risk of collision between bats and buses using the Scheme and landscape mitigation design. 

Minutes for this meeting and accompanying Technical Note 2 (collision risk) were issued on 23 July 2025. 



		16/07/2025

		Meeting

		Meeting to discuss Natural England’s representations (CD2-REP-11) meeting attended by GCP, WSP (on behalf of GCP) and Natural England. Discussions held regarding the Schemes lighting strategy.

Minutes for this meeting were issued on 01 August 2025.



		29/07/2025

		SoCG Meeting 

		The first meeting to discuss the SoCG (against V1 of this document) was held on 29 July 2025.

Minutes were issued on 03 August 2025.

Version 2 of the document was issued on 06 August 2025. 



		07/08/2025

		SoCG Meeting 

		The second meeting to discuss the SoCG was held on 7 August 2025.  At that meeting, Natural England shared V3 of the SoCG which was the version discussed. V4 was then issued.



		13/08/2025

		SoCG tracker completed

		Version V5 of the SoCG, which provided a record of all issues discussed and agreed was completed, issued to Natural England, and signed as a record of that agreement.







It is agreed that this is an accurate record of key meetings and other forms of consultation and engagement undertaken between the Applicant and Natural England in relation to issues addressed in the related SoCG.
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