


Even spending money on the path to try and improve it will only work to a small
degree, as the landscape is steep and this cannot be easily altered. 
 
There was no discussion between Network Rail and the public about using
Footpath 244 as an alternative route.  It would be dangerous for people using it,
especially the young and elderly in the Community.  In addition, it is much less
convenient to access the village amenities, such as shops, library, sports facilities,
bus stops, car parks, doctors, etc. It is not a safe or realistic alternative route. 
 
I suggest that in the absence of a viable, safe, alternative, pedestrian route over
the railway, a foot bridge would be the ideal and only remedy.  This would ensure
line safety and would provide the much-needed direct, access route to and from
Ladcastle Road into Uppermill. In addition, it would preserve our ancient highway
and continue to provide important access to an area of outstanding beauty,
conservation and special biological interest, for current and future generations.
 




