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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Network Rail (Stalybridge to Diggle (Saddleworth) Enhancements) 
Order 

1.1.1 Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (“NR”) made an application on 7th 

November 2025 for an order under the Transport and Works Act 1992 to 

authorise the construction, maintenance and operation by NR of works on the 

Transpennine Line between Stalybridge and Diggle (Saddleworth) for the 

purposes of increasing capacity and improving journey time and performance 

reliability of rail services on the Transpennine Line both between Stalybridge 

and Diggle (Saddleworth) and Manchester, Leeds and York.  The order 

applied for is titled “The Network Rail (Stalybridge to Diggle (Saddleworth) 

Enhancements) Order” (“the Order”). 

1.1.2 In connection with NR’s application for the Order, a request has also been 

made by NR to the Secretary of State for Transport under section 90(2A) of 

the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 that planning permission, so far as it 

is required, shall be deemed to be granted for the development proposed to 

be authorised by the Order (NR11). 

 

2. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE COAL AUTHORITY AND NETWORK 
RAIL 

2.1 Post-Order submission consultation 

2.1.1 The  Coal Authority submitted a representation on 8th December 2025 (given 

reference REP/01) (“the Representation”).  The Coal Authority raised the 

following matters in the representation: 

• Avoid working in the vicinity of coal entries where practicable to do so; 
and, 

• That a condition related to controlling the possibility of such work be put 
in place or otherwise confirm this would be controlled in compliance with 
the Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) or some other mechanism. 

 

2.1.2 NR responded to the content of the representation on February 19th, 2026 

(Appendix A).  In this letter NR confirmed that the Environment Report (ER) 

(NR14) in Volume 3: Appendix 11A, identified previous coal mining areas in 

connection to the location of the scheme works. 
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2.1.3 NR confirmed it would be conducting a coal mining risk assessment as 

required for those works in consideration of potential land subsidence and gas 

migration. Of particular risk NR confirmed it would conduct piling risk 

assessments and including any resulting mitigation in the Pollution Prevention 

and Incident Control Plan (PPICP) (draft condition 6(c)(ii)). This is secured as 

defined mitigation in the ER in Volume 1 Main Text: section 11.3.3. 

2.1.4 The Coal Authority replied on March 6th 2026 (Appendix B), saying it was 

satisfied with the commitments made by NR in their letter of response to the 

objection. 

2.2 Current Design Status 

2.2.1 Network Rail’s designers and contractors in general comply with 

NR/L2/CIV/191 Module 5: “Managing the risk from mining in design and 

construction”. 

2.2.2 It should be noted that Permissions and Consents from the Coal Authority are 

discussed in Section 20 of NR/L2/CIV/191.  In compliance with the process 

required by NR/L2/CIV/191, this has led Network Rail’s design team to consult 

with the Coal Authority over Ground Investigation works at Stalybridge Tunnel 

and apply for the relevant permits from the Coal Authority to facilitate the 

ground investigation (Appendix C: Permit 30588). 

2.2.3 No other risk assessments in compliance with NR/L2/CIV/191 has resulted in 

the need to acquire a permit from the Coal Authority to date. 

 

3. MATTERS AGREED BETWEEN THE COAL AUTHORITY AND NETWORK 
RAIL 

3.1 All matters agreed 

3.1.1 The Coal Authority and NR agree on all matters in relation to construction 

works and the possible effects on legacy coal mining areas.  The required 

process and control mechanisms are outlined in the following sections. 

3.2 Assessment 

3.2.1 A coal mining risk assessment will be conducted for works as defined in the 

ER in Volume 3: Appendix 11A Geoenvironment Technical Appendix; areas 

identified as “site is located in a coal mining area”. (secured by compliance 
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with ER Volume 1: Main Text: section 11.3.3, specifically condition 6(c)(ii) 

PPICP), and required by Network Rail process NR/L2/CIV/191. 

3.3 Permit to Enter or Disturb Coal Authority Interests 

3.3.1 NR will acquire from the Coal Authority a “Permit to Enter or Disturb Coal 

Authority Interests” (“permit”) where the coal mining risk assessment identifies 

the need in relation to excavation, borehole insertion requirements or specified 

piling. The current Permit (No. 30588) relating to Stalybridge Tunnel has been 

granted for the purposes of facilitating ground investigation works. Any further 

or subsequent works shall be subject to the prior acquisition of additional 

permits from the Coal Authority. 

3.3.2 NR will comply with any specified gas monitoring requirements as may be 

stipulated in the permit issued for specified works (e.g. permit 30588) and with 

any further or subsequent permits obtained. 

3.4 Piling Activity 

3.4.1 Piling requirement is recognised as a key construction activity that has the 

potential to mobilise contamination when conducted in a coal mining area. 

3.4.2 NR commits to conducting piling risk assessments for its piling work if 

contamination is suspected in accordance with the Environment Agency 

guidance “Piling and Penetrative Ground Improvement Methods on Land 

Affected by Contamination: Guidance on Pollution prevention”. 

3.4.3 This requirement is secured in the ER (NR14) in Volume 1 Main Text: section 

11.3.3 in addition to any resulting mitigation. 

4. SUMMARY 

4.1.1 All matters are agreed between the Coal Authority and NR with agreed control 

measures in consideration of legacy mining areas described in section 3 of 

this Statement of Common Ground. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Network Rail (Stalybridge to Diggle (Saddleworth) Enhancements) Order 

Statement of Common Ground  - Network Rail Infrastructure Limited & The Coal Authority 

4 

 

OFFICIAL 

APPENDICES A: NETWORK RAIL’S REPRESENTATION RESPONSE LETTER 
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APPENDICES B: THE COAL AUTHORITY RESPONSE TO NETWORK RAIL’S 

REPRESENTATION RESPONSE LETTER 
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APPENDICES C: MINING REMEDIATION AUTHORITY: PERMIT 30588

 



The Network Rail (Stalybridge to Diggle (Saddleworth) Enhancements) Order 

Statement of Common Ground  - Network Rail Infrastructure Limited & The Coal Authority 

9 

 

OFFICIAL 

 


