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Dear Secretary of State, 

  

I am writing to object to the construction of the proposed Busway on an elevated crossing of the Bin 
Brook along the track known as the Rifle Range road. The current proposal to construct a 2.5m high 
embankment for this purpose could lead to a significant increase in the flood risk to the Gough Way 
Estate and to some properties on Barton Road. The Gough Way Estate already is categorised as a High 
Risk Flood Area with a 1 in every 30 year risk and having last flooded in 2001. I urge you to reject the 
proposal as it could exacerbate environmental problems both in the local vicinity and further downstream 
of Bin Brook and the River Cam. 

  

 

  

Recent planning applications in the area (University of Cambridge West Cambridge Campus) have as 
a planning condition that their surface water run off flow rate should not exceed that of the preceding 
land. This was implemented in order not to increase the flood load of the drainage basin. As a result a 
large number of mitigating measures have been installed to meet this requirement. Should the busway 
be approved, measures should be designed in to mitigate the increased surface water run off so it is no 
worse than before. 

  

Yours faithfully,  

  

Richard Borthwick 

  

 

 

 

 




