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Figure 1. A428 co-aligned / Girton Interchange northern alternative to the GCP C2C busway – section from Madingley Mulch to West Campus overview. 
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ENDNOTES 
i Extract from i-Transport (2021) report (pp 33-34): 
 
5.2.3 We have considered the principles of the [A428 co-aligned /Girton Interchange] scheme and 
reviewed its likely feasibility. Whilst (as with most highway schemes) there would be engineering 
challenges and the need for more detailed appraisal, it [the Girton Interchange] is a viable option which 
is worthy of further consideration. At a strategic level when considered against the principal objectives 
of the C2C project it would deliver benefits in comparison to the current preferred option by connecting 
to the emerging Eddington community (and potential onward connection to Bar Hill and Northstowe) 
enabling further economic growth and providing an improved Sustainable Transport Network. It would 
perform equally well in respect of relieving congestion, particularly on the A1303. Indeed, developing a 
scheme with future potential to tie in to the Girton Interchange improvements provides the opportunity 
to re-assign traffic via the A428 relieving the A1303. 
 
5.2.4 In addition, in the context of the option appraisal process (INSET) used by GCP for C2C, it is 
considered that this alternative would perform better in the environmental ‘Contribution to Quality of 
Life’ criteria and equally well in ‘Scheme Deliverability’ as well as being a good fit with policy. It should 
not be overlooked or forgotten that one of the strategic policy objectives of the TSCSC is to ensure 
transport schemes “respect and conserve the distinctive character of the area and people’s quality of 
life”. 
 
5.2.5 It could simply replace the preferred alignment between the A1303/A428 roundabout and Ada 
Lovelace Road connecting with the preferred Phase 2 route to the west (or any alternative) and 
continuing through into central Cambridge to the east. Essentially, it can be considered as a 
variant to the preferred alignment and warrants further consideration in the context of Auditor 
Statement F.2. 
 
5.2.6 As well as a stand-alone substitution/variant to the preferred Phase 1 alignment it could be 
complemented in the short term by low-cost alternatives on road along the A1303 (see A1303 
On-highway options below). This alternative would also provide the opportunity to coordinate 
with the improvements planned by Highways England (through the Road Investment Strategy) 
at the Girton Interchange which will provide connections between the M11 south and A428 
west. The two schemes could be developed to complement each other providing a multimodal 
improvement to the wider corridor with the potential to deliver greater benefits. 
 
ii Extract from the Amey (2021) report (p 69): 
 
“The hybrid A428 Co-alignment [Girton Interchange] scheme [as proposed by Coton Parish Council and 
Cambridge Connect] is a compromise between the other two [northern options] that incorporates some 
of their features but avoids the riskier elements. In this sense it is more viable and closer aligned to the 
[C2C] scheme objectives than the others. Nevertheless, it is likely to perform less well on cost and other 
performance metrics while potentially scoring higher on environmental and social impact. 




