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Dear Ms Vincent,

I have lived in St Albans for 40 years and enjoy walking round Ellenbrook Fields with
friends (and their families and dogs) in all weathers and all seasons.

This is my personal response to the consultation on Brett Aggregates’ revised
Public Access Strategy (“the proposal”) in relation to the application to quarry on
Ellenbrook Fields / Former Hatfield Aerodrome.

I do not believe that these new plans provide a satisfactory solution to the
legal requirements to achieve convenient cross-park access during the life
of the quarry and integrate the restored phases into the unaffected part of
Ellenbrook Park (“the park”) in a timely manner.

I have set out below my reasons and objections below.

A.       Requirement to protect the amenity of residents and users of the park

The Inspector has noted that Brett’s original Public Access Strategy did not
effectively strike a fair balance between maximising the use of the mineral
resource and protecting the amenity of residents and users of the park (as
required by the Hatfield Aerodrome Supplementary Planning Guidance).

He noted two specific failures:

a)        to achieve convenient cross-park access during the life of the quarry
b)        to integrate the restored phases into the unaffected part of EP in a

timely manner.
 
B.       Brett’s proposal

As I see it, a crucial factor is that the lagoons impede the provision of attractive,
unfettered routes (as described by the Inspector at the first inquiry) across the
park from Ellenbrook / Salisbury Village to Smallford.

The lagoons cannot be moved as this would potentially trigger the requirement for
a brand-new application and also the Environment Agency have previously said
that the lagoons should be in their current position to provide a buffer for the
bromate plume. 

Brett’s proposal attempts to resolve the Inspector’s concerns by providing
additional paths across the quarry site, including a path between the two lagoons.

C.      Reasons why Brett’s proposal does not strike a fair balance

The proposal will not achieve cross-park access and does not successfully
integrate the restored phases because:

1.        Significant reduction of concrete taxiway. One of the main routes across
the park is the concrete taxiway, which is very popular with all ages because:

·      convenience - the surface is great for pushchairs, bikes, wheelchairs and






