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This note has been prepared in response to the Inspector’s questions to me regarding paragraph 7.12 of my Proof 

of Evidence and to provide confirmation of the areas of land within Moat Farm that are in the higher level of financial 

payment within the HLS Agreement. 

 

Moat Farm has entered into a Higher Tier Land Stewardship Agreement with Natural England.  The Agreement has 

been in place for 5 years and was renewed in January this year (Agreement number 1014615). 

 

The Agreement categorises different parts of Moat Farm into different areas. Each defined area has identified 

characteristics, management objectives and payment tiers. 

 

The objectives of the various areas are noted in the agreement as follows: 

 

 GS 2:     Grassland with very low inputs:  

‘To provide a varied sward structure and more flowering grasses and wildflowers, in order to increase the 

habitat and food available for invertebrates, birds and other animals’. 

 

 GS 6      Management of species rich grassland:  

‘To maintain & enhance Priority Grasslands (as defined by section 41 of the NERC Act 2006). The option 

can also contribute to protecting valued landscapes and archaeology and the promotion of good soil 

conditions’ 

 

 GS 15    Haymaking supplement:  

‘To retain and restore high botanical value meadow grassland, help reduce and diffuse pollution and benefit 

landscape character.’ 

 

 BE4:      Management of traditional orchards:  

‘To maintain and restore existing traditional orchards’.           

 

 WT12:   Wetland grazing supplement:  

‘To support appropriate grazing management of wetland habitats’. 

 

 WD7:    Management of successional areas and scrub:  

‘To enhance habitats for specific target species, to improve the quality of the woodland edge environment, 

to protect soils and watercourses and to provide habitat structure’. 

 

The plan below forms part of the HLS Agreement for Moat Farm.  The line of the proposed railway falls outside the 

areas covered by the HLS agreement.  The plan identifies each area covered by the Agreement by reference to a 

code. An extract from the Agreement follows the plan and that provides further details relating to GS6 which is the 

designation applied to the land forming plot 98 extending to 7,194 square metres and plot 103 extending to 1,409 

square metres.  All of the areas shown on the plan are within the higher levels of financial payments within the HLS 

scheme. 



ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY  

The Hoad family of Parsonage Farm, and the Trustees and Executors of the Noel de Quincey 

Estate and Mrs Emma Ainslie of Moat Farm 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
    3 

 



ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY  

The Hoad family of Parsonage Farm, and the Trustees and Executors of the Noel de Quincey 

Estate and Mrs Emma Ainslie of Moat Farm 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
    4 

 



ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY  

The Hoad family of Parsonage Farm, and the Trustees and Executors of the Noel de Quincey 

Estate and Mrs Emma Ainslie of Moat Farm 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
    5 

 

 

 

  

 

Signed....................................................................................... 

ANDREW HIGHWOOD LLM FRICS FAAV 

DIRECTOR 

 

Dated ........4th August 2021......................................................... 

 

 

 


