


2. Lack of Alternative Land: We occupy approximately 4 acres of this parcel 
specifically for our two horses. There is absolutely no alternative grazing land 
available for rent or lease within the surrounding area. Forcing us off this plot leaves 
us with nowhere to legally or safely relocate our horses. 

3. Animal Welfare & Safety: The introduction of heavy machinery, track embankment 
works, and active construction site hazards directly adjacent to the rail line will 
cause extreme stress to our horses. It will render the field entirely unsafe for holding 
livestock, compromising their physical and psychological well-being. 

4. Long-Term Land Degradation: Heavy construction vehicle movements on this plot 
will severely compact the soil structure and destroy the grass quality. The land 
cannot easily or quickly be returned to a safe, fertile state for horse grazing after 
possession ends. 

Due to the absence of any alternative relocation options in the region and the heavy private 
investment already sunk into this site, we strongly urge Network Rail to alter its 
construction access strategy to utilize alternative routes that do not destroy active 
equestrian facilities. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this objection and keep us informed of upcoming public 
inquiry dates. 

Yours faithfully, 

Michelle Smith & Mark Clough  
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