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1. INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT
1.1 The former railway line between Robertsbridge and Tenterden was closed
in 1961. Much of the line remained in place for many years and in 1974 a
stretch between Tenterton and Rolvenden was re-opened as the Kent and East
Sussex Railway. (KESR). The line was further reinstated to Bodiam (where the
National Trust has Bodiam Castle), in 2000, and KESR has become a successful
heritage railway.
1.2 There has always been an aspiration within KESR to reinstate the original
line through to Robertsbridge (where a connection to the main line would be
possible) and a separate company, Rother Valley Railway Ltd (RVR), was
formed in 1991 to bring this forward.
1.3 After the original line was closed, the railway corridor was sold to local
people and farmers. This being so, RVR entered into long and complex
negotiations with relevant landowners with a view to acquiring land or rights
over land for the purposes of re-instating the line to Robertsbridge. Land was
acquired at the Bodiam and Robertsbridge ends of the line, allowing some
track to be laid, but leaving a gap between Junction Road in Udiam and
Northbridge Street in Robertsbridge. Reinstatement work to date (described
further below) has been undertaken mainly by volunteers with inputs from
professional consultants where necessary, and has been financed entirely by
voluntary contributions with no call on the public purse.
1.4 When, in 2004, following public consultation, the comprehensive District
Development Plan was drawn up by Rother District Council(RDC), it included
the reinstatement of Rother Valley Railway (RVR), subject to three criteria. The
Local Plan (2006) saved policy relevant to the resinstatement of the Rother
Valley Railway is EM-8 –Bodiam/Robertsbridge railway. It provides as follows:
Policy EM8:
An extension to the Kent and East Sussex Steam Railway from Bodiam to
Robertsbridge, along the route identified on the Proposals Map, will be
supported, subject to a proposal meeting the following criteria:
1.
2.

It must not compromise the integrity of the floodplain and the
flood protection measures at Robertsbridge;
It has an acceptable impact on the High Weald Area of
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3.

Outstanding Natural Beauty;
It incorporates appropriate arrangements for crossing the A21,
B2244 at Udiam, Northbridge Street and the river Rother.

The overall plan was subjected to a Public Inquiry. In paragraph 45 of the
Inspectors report, he recommended retention of the policy of support to the
railway as it would have significant benefits for tourism and sustainable travel.
The reinstatement is covered in detail on pages 914 and 915 of the report and
states:- “Were the landowners to remain apposed to the scheme, the Council
could consider whether it wished to seek the use of compulsory powers” (to
aquire the necessary land). (Available on RDC website)
1.5 Over the course of a number of years, planning permission has been
obtained for the re-instatement of the railway between Bodiam and Junction
Road (permission RR/94/1184/9 in 1994), from Robertsbridge to Northbridge
Street (RR/2005/836/P in 2005), for extension through Udiam Farm to Junction
Road (RR 2009/114P in 2009), and Robertsbridge Junction Station,
(RR/2012/1357/P in 2012). Re-construction of the railway within those
sections has now been completed and the station construction is ongoing. The
connection to Network Rail was completed in late 2016, and formally opened
by Sir Peter Hendry, Chairman of Network Rail in December 2016. The new
Robertsbridge Junction Station Platform and the first phase of main station
building was formally opened by the local MP, Huw Merriman, on 25 August
2017.
1.6 Following very extensive consultation over a period of 6 years (including
detailed discussions with all the relevant statutory bodies and the local
planning authority, as well as extensive surveys, designs and modelling),
planning permission for the remaining 3.6km stretch between Udiam and
Robertsbridge was unanimously approved by the Rother District Planning
Committee on 17 March 2017 (RR/2014/1608/P).
1.7 The planning permission provides consent for the development itself. The
proposed Transport & Works Act Order (TWAO), the subject of this application,
would provide statutory authority for the railway as a whole and would, in
particular, authorise the crossing of the public highway. Importantly, it would
also authorise the acquisition of land and rights over land and the temporary
use of land in connection with the railway, in case it is not possible to acquire
the ncessary land interests by agreement. It would also include a power to
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enter on land for the purposes of carrying out surveys and investigations. The
completion of the railway’s missing link will enable the extension of KESR train
services to Robertsbridge Junction Station and so provide a direct passenger
interchange facility with the mainline railway network, enabling users to gain
access to various local heritage attractions from Robertsbridge to Tenterden the most notable being Bodiam Castle - without travelling by car.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME
2.1 The proposed TWAO would authorise approximately 4.3km of single track
railway line on the alignment of the former railway between Station Road,
Robertsbridge and the limit of Kent and East Sussex Railway at Bodiam,
following the route of the original railway. This “missing link” passes through
land mainly utilised for grazing with some sections of arable farming south of
Salehurst.
2.2 The railway would cross three roads, Northbridge Street in Robertsbridge,
the A21, and Junction Road (B2244) and a bridleway. One footpath would be
diverted under the railway. A new halt would serve the village of Salehurst.
2.3 The TWAO would authorise the principle of the level crossings over the
public highway, but would leave the detailed arrangements to be worked up
with the relevant authorities (the Office of Road and Rail, Highways England
and East Sussex County Council).
2.4 Robertsbridge is a Medieval village with a population of aound 2,700. It is
on the main railway line between Hastings and London and has a regular
service by South East Trains. The railway would link the historic town of
Tenterden to the national rail network at Robertsbridge.
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3. PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION PROCESS
Stakeholder consultation
3.1 RVR has consulted thoroughly on the proposed Order scheme, both as part
of the planning process and in anticipation of the application for TWAO.
Appendix 1 provides details of those statutory consultees listed in Schedules 5
and 6 to the Transport & Works (Applications & Objections Procedure)(England
& Wales) Rules 2006 whilst Appendix 2 provides details of consultation with
key stakeholders including public bodies, local authorities, Members of
Parliament and of the House of Lords, local public transport operators,
statutory utilities, and businesses, other local organisations and landowners.
The comprehensive process commenced over 6 years ago with presentations
to the 3 adjacent Parish Councils. (Robertsbridge & Salehurst, Bodiam and
Ewhurst Parish Council). Over the last three years, there have been
presentations to Rother District Council, senior officials at East Sussex County
Council and updated presentations to the Parish Councils.
3.2 RVR has met with the constituency MP (initially Greg Barker and now Huw
Merriman), MPs from adjacent constituancies and prospective candidates from
all parties standing for Parliament in the local area, and has given them
detailed presentations and site visits. (Copy letter of support from Huw
Merriman MP is provided at Appendix 3).
3.2 Presentations have been made to the Robertsbridge Enterprise Group,
Hasting Business Forum and to numerous societies and school groups. (See
Appendix 15).
3.3 RVR has consulted particularly closely with key stakeholders, in particular
Rother District Council, East Sussex County Council, the Environment Agency
and Highways England, as detailed designs for the scheme have been worked
up. It has addressed a wide range of issues raised by the authorities, especially
relating to the crossings of the highway and to safeguard flood protection for
Robertsbridge and local ecology. This has involved the use of leading UK
consultants to undertake detailed reports on the proposed level crossings
(Mott McDonald & Arup), ecological and environmental surveys and flood
modelling (Temple Ltd and Capita), and economic and social studies
(Manchester Metropolitan University and Stear, Davis and Gleave). RVR has
been supported and advised throughout the process by Winckworth Sherwood
LLP, solicitors and Parliamentary Agents.
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3.4 Letters of support from East Sussex County Council, Kent County Council,
Rother District Council and Ashford Borough Council (who cover Tenterden and
the East end of the line) are included in the appendices.
3.5 RVR has also worked closely with Network Rail (NR) in developing the new
terminus at Robertsbridge Junction Station and completed a joint project with
NR to connect RVR to the mainline in December 2016. This allows NR to place
equipment on the RVR tracks in preparation for possessions on the main line,
and to utilise RVR track for testing and trialing equipment and for staff
development and training. (A copy of NR’s letter of support can be found at
Appendix 4).
3.6 RVR has also liaised closely with the National Trust, tourism agencies and
local hoteliers and business people. Copies of letters of support from the
President of the National Trust and Chair of 1066 Country are attached at
Appendices 5 and 6.
Landowner consultation
3.7 RVR has been in discussion with relevant landowners for over 10 years and
has now successfully negotiated all the land comprising the former railway
corridor with the exception of land belonging to 2 land owners. RVR has sought
to engage with these landowners, and cordial meetings with them have taken
place on numerous occasions in recent years. RVR appreciates the sensitivities
of the landowners concerned and has sought to understand how it might best
reduce or mitigate the impact of its proposals on their land-holdings and
operations. RVR will continue to seek to obtain the necessary land by
negotiation.
Public consultation
There have been over 15 public meetings at different locations, with
information about project and extensive question and answer sessions.
(Details in Appendix 16.) In addition to the public meetings and events
described above, RVR has, over a period of 3 years, provided three circulars
and letters with the details to every house and business in Robertsbridge and
Salehurst, the most recent being in respect of the TWAO in May 2017. (A copy
of which is appended to this report at Appendix 7).
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4. RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

4.2 In anticipation of the TWA draft submission, RVR sought planning
permission from Rother District Council (RDC) for the reinstatement of the
railway. One hundred and eighty one letters of support were received by RDC
and seventy nine letters of objection. (These are all available on the RDC
Planning website ref RR/2014/1608/P.)Since Planning Approval in March 2017,
RVR has again contacted stakeholders and statutory consultees to advise them
of the proposed application for TWAO together with local residents and other
interested parties. (A copy of RVR’s consultation letter dated 28 May 2017 is at
Appendix 8).
4.3 Highways England (HE) did not object to the Planning Application, but
requested a number of conditions which are included as part of the Planning
Approval.
4.4 RVR’s discussions with the Environment Agency (EA) were complex,
because the route of the railwaycrosses the flood plain of the river Rother, and
the adjacent village of Robertsbridge benefits from a flood protection scheme
that was constructed on behalf of the Environment Agency in 2008. RVR’s
consultants, Capita, undertook a wide range of flood modelling, working
closely with the EA, as designs for the proposed scheme were developed.
Agreement in principle was eventually reached on a design that would have no
significant effect on flood levels as a result of which the EA did not object to
the planning application, subject to a number of planning conditions.
4.5 An Environmental Statement (ES), has been prepared, which reports the
environmental impact assessment carried out in respect of the proposed
scheme. This was undertaken by Temple Ltd and its preparation involved
detailed discussions and meetings with both the EA and the East Sussex
County Council (ESCC) Ecologist. The original ES has since been supplemented
by Addendums , most recently in October 2017.
4.6 Benefits of the Project have been considered in great detail and discussed
with interested parties.
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4.7 Letters were sent in early January 2018 to all the relevant bodies in
Schedules 5 and 6 to the Applications Rules who are entitled to notice of the
TWAO (inviting any questions they might have on the Order or the process.
Two responses were received, one from the new representative of the British
Horse Society (who hadn’t seen previous correspondence), and a second from
a utility company enquiring when any work would start and confirming its
assistance as necessary. All the background information has been re-provided
to the British Horse Society.
5.1 Conclusion
The proposed reinstatement of the railway between Bodiam and
Robertsbridge has been part of the local plan since 2004, and has been the
subject of extensive consultation in the local area, both with the general public
and key stakeholders, including the local authority, landowners and relevant
statutory bodies. Consultees were asked for their feedback on the proposed
scheme, the subject of the TWAO application, and RVR offered to answer
questions on the proposed scheme and to seek to resolve any issues or
concerns arising from those responses.
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Appendix 1
Table of Schedule 5 and 6 consultees
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Transport and Works (Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales) Rules 2006/1466
Consultation Appendix 1 Schedule 5
THOSE TO BE SERVED WITH A COPY OF THE APPLICATION AND DOCUMENTS

Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

1. The Crown Estate Commissioners; the Trinity House; the
appropriate agency; the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs, the Secretary of State for Transport
(marked “for the attention of the Maritime and Coastguard
Agency”); and, for works—
1. Works affecting the foreshore below mean high water
spring tides, or tidal waters, or the bed of, or the subsoil
beneath, tidal waters.

(a) in or adjacent to Wales, the National Assembly for Wales;

Not applicable

(b) in or adjacent to the counties of Devon and Cornwall and
the Isles of Scilly, the Duchy of Cornwall; and
(c) in or adjacent to the counties of Cumbria, Lancashire,
Merseyside and Cheshire, the Duchy of Lancaster.
2. Works affecting the banks or the bed of, or the
subsoil beneath, a river.

2. The appropriate agency and any relevant operator.

Environment agency and Romney Marsh
Area Internal Drainage Board

3. Works affecting the banks or the bed of, or the
subsoil beneath, an inland waterway comprised in the
undertaking of the Canal & River Trust or any of the
reservoirs, feeders, sluices, locks, lifts, drains and other
works comprised in or serving the undertaking.

3. The Canal & River Trust, the Inland Waterways
Association, the National Association of Boat
Owners and the appropriate agency.

Not applicable
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Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

4. Works affecting the banks or the bed of, or the subsoil
beneath, a canal or inland navigation not comprised in
the undertaking of the Canal & River Trust or any of the
reservoirs, feeders, sluices, locks, lifts, drains and other
works comprised in or serving such canal or inland
navigation.

4. Any relevant operator, the appropriate agency, the
Inland Waterways Association and the National
Association of Boat Owners.

Not applicable

5. The appropriate agency and, for works—
5. Works causing or likely to cause an obstruction to
the passage of fish in a river.

(a) in England, the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs ; and
(b) in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales

Environment Agency and Secretary of State
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

6. Works involving tunnelling or excavation deeper than
3 metres below the surface of the land, other than for
piling or making soil tests.

6. The appropriate agency.

Not applicable

7. Works affecting an area under the control of a harbour
authority as defined in section 57(1) of the Harbours Act
1964.

7. The relevant harbour authority and the relevant
navigation authority (if different).

Not applicable

8. For works—
8. Works affecting a site protected under the Protection
of Wrecks Act 1973.

(a) in or adjacent to England, the Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport; and

Not applicable

(b) in or adjacent to Wales, the National Assembly for
Wales.
9. Works affecting, or involving the stopping- up or
diversion of, a street, or affecting a proposed highway.

9. The relevant highway authority or, where the street is
not a highway maintainable at the public expense, the
street managers.
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Highways England
East Sussex County Council

Authority sought for—

10. The stopping-up or diversion of a footpath, a
bridleway, a byway or a cycle track.

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

Salehurst and Robertsbridge Parish Council
10. Every parish or community council in whose area the
relevant way or track is, or is proposed to be, situated,
the Auto-Cycle Union, the British Horse Society, the
Byways and Bridleways Trust, the Open Spaces
Society, the Ramblers' Association, the British Driving
Society and the Cyclists' Touring Club

Auto-Cycle Union
British Horse Society
Byways and Bridleways Trust
Open Spaces Society
Ramblers' Association
British Driving Society
Cyclists' Touring Club
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Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

11. The construction of a transport system
involving the placing of equipment in or over a
street.

11. The relevant street authority and, where the works
are to be carried out in Greater London, Transport for
London.

Highways England
East Sussex County Council

12. Works affecting land in, on or over which is
installed the apparatus, equipment or street furniture of
a statutory undertaker.

12. The relevant statutory undertaker.

13. Works in an area of coal working notified to the local
planning authority by the British Coal Corporation or the
Coal Authority.

13. The Coal Authority.

14. Works affecting:
(i) a building listed under Part 1 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990;
(ii) an ancient monument scheduled under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979; or
(iii) any archaeological site

UK Power Networks
SGN
South East Water
British Telecom
Southern Water
Romney Marsh Internal Drainage Board

Not applicable

14. (i), (ii) and (iii). For works—
(a) in or adjacent to England, the Historic Buildings and
Monuments Commission for England; and

Not applicable

(b) in or adjacent to Wales, the National Assembly for
Wales and the Royal Commission on Ancient and
Historical Monuments in Wales.

15. Works affecting:
(i) a conservation area designated under Part 2 of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990; or
(ii) an area of archaeological importance designated
under section 33 of the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

15. (i) and (ii). For works—
(a) in England, the Historic Buildings and Monuments
Commission for England; and
(b) in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales.
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Historic England

Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

16. For works—
16. Works affecting a garden or other land of historic
interest registered pursuant to section 8C of the
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953

(a) in England, the Historic Buildings and Monuments
Commission for England; and

Not applicable

(b) in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales.

17. Works affecting:
(i) a site of special scientific interest of which notification
has been given or has effect as if given under section
28(1) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(ii) an area within 2 kilometres of such a site of special
scientific interest and of which notification has been given
to the local planning authority; or
(iii) land declared to be a national nature reserve under
section 35 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; or a
marine nature reserve designated under section 36 of
that Act

17. (ii) and (iii). For works—
a) in or adjacent to England, English Nature; and

Not applicable

(b) in or adjacent to Wales, the Natural Resources Body
for Wales.

18. For works—
18. Works affecting a National Park or an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty

(a) in England, the Countryside Agency; and
(b) in Wales, the Natural Resources Body for Wales.
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English Nature

Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

19. The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.

Not applicable

20. The appropriate agency.

Not applicable

21. The carrying-out of an operation requiring hazardous
substances consent under the Planning (Hazardous
Substances) Act 1990.

21. The hazardous substances authority as defined in
that Act, the Health and Safety Executive and, where the
operation requiring hazardous substances consent is to
take place on a nuclear site (within the meaning given in
section 112(1) of the Energy Act 2013), the Office for
Nuclear Regulation..

Not applicable

21A. A relevant project as defined in regulation 26(5)
of the Planning (Hazardous Substances) Regulations
2015.

21A. The COMAH competent authority as defined in
regulation 2(1) of those Regulations.

Not applicable

19. Works which are either:
(i) within 3 kilometres of Windsor Castle, Windsor Great
Park or Windsor Home Park; or
(ii) within 800 metres of any other royal palace or royal
park and which are likely to affect the amenity or security
of that palace or park.

20. Works which are within 250 metres of land which:
(i) is, or has been within 30 years immediately prior to the
date of the application, used for the deposit of refuse or
waste ; or
(ii) has been notified to the local planning authority by the
waste regulation or disposal authority for the relevant
area.

16

Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

22. Works not in accordance with a development plan
and which either—

22. (i) and (ii). For works—

(i) involve the loss of not less than 20 hectares of
agricultural land of grades 1, 2 and 3a (in aggregate)

(a) in England, the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs; and

(ii) taken with the other associated works cumulatively
involve the loss of not less than 20 hectares of such
land.

(b) in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales.

23 (i) Works which would affect the operation of any
existing railway passenger or tramway services provided
under statutory powers; or

Party to be served and consulted

Not applicable

23. The Passengers' Council
or the London Transport Users' Committee

Transport Focus

(ii) the construction of a new railway for the provision of
public passenger transport, or of a new tramway.

as the case may require

24. Works to construct, alter or demolish a transport
system or to carry out works ancillary to its operation or
works consequential upon its abandonment or
demolition.

24. Her Majesty's Railway Inspectorate.

ORR

25. Works to construct new railways to which any
regulatory provisions in the Railways Act 1993 would
apply or provisions to amend existing powers in relation
to railways subject to such regulation.

25. The Office of Rail and Road

ORR

26. The right for a person providing transport
services to use a transport system belonging to
another.

26. The operator of the relevant transport system.

Not applicable
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Authority sought for—

Documents to be deposited with—

Party to be served and consulted

27. Works affecting land in which there is a Crown
interest.

27. The appropriate authority for the land, within the
meaning of section 25(3).

Not applicable

28. Works to be carried out in Greater London.

28. The Mayor of London.

Not applicable
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Transport and Works (Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales) Rules 2006/1466
Schedule 6
THOSE TO BE SERVED WITH NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Authority sought for—

Those to be served—

Party to be served and consulted

1. For works—
1. Works affecting the foreshore below mean high water
spring tides, tidal waters or the bed of, or subsoil beneath,
tidal waters (except where the land affected by the works
falls within category 17 of Schedule 5 to these Rules).

2. Works affecting the banks or the bed of, or the subsoil
beneath, a river.

(a) in or adjacent to England, English Nature; and
Not applicable
(b) in or adjacent to Wales, the Natural Resources Body
for Wales;

2. The Crown Estate Commissioners; and (except where
the land affected falls within category 17 of Schedule 5 to
these Rules) for works—
(a) in England, English Nature; and
(b) in Wales, the Natural Resources Body for Wales
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The Crown Estate Commissioners
English Nature

Authority sought for—

3. Works affecting the banks or the bed of, or the subsoil
beneath, an inland waterway, a canal or inland
navigation, or any of the reservoirs, feeders, sluices,
locks, lifts, drains and other works comprised in or
serving that inland waterway, canal or inland navigation.

Those to be served—

3. Any organisation (other than the Inland Waterways
Association and the National Association of Boat
Owners) upon which the Secretary of State has required
the applicant to serve notice, as appearing to the
Secretary of State to represent a substantial number of
persons using the inland waterway, canal or inland
navigation in question; and (except where the land
affected falls within category 17 of Schedule 5 to these
Rules) for works—

Party to be served and consulted

Not applicable

(a) in England, English Nature; and
(b) in Wales, the Natural Resources Body for Wales

4. Works affecting an area under the control of a harbour
authority as defined in section 57(1) of the Harbours Act
1964.

4. The navigation authority for any adjoining waterway (if
different from the navigation authority for the harbour
area) and the conservancy authority for any adjoining
waterway.

Not applicable

5. Works which would, or would apart from the making of
an order, require a consent to the discharge of matter
into waters or onto land under Chapter 2 of Part 3 of the
Water Resources Act 1991.

5. The appropriate agency

Environment Agency
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Authority sought for—

6. Works likely to affect the volume or character of traffic
entering or leaving—
(i) a special road or trunk road;
(ii) any other classified road.

Those to be served—

Party to be served and consulted

(i) For works—
(a) in England, the relevant highway authority; and

Not applicable

(b) in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales.
(ii) The relevant highway authority.

7. The construction of a transport system involving the
placing of equipment in or over a street (except a level
crossing).

7. Owners and occupiers of all buildings which have a
frontage on, or a private means of access which first
meets the highway at, the part of the street in or over
which equipment is to be placed, other than those on
whom a notice has been served pursuant to rule 15(1).

Not applicable

8. Works affecting any land on which there is a theatre
as defined in section 5 of the Theatres Trust Act 1976.

8. The Theatres Trust.

Not applicable

9. The modification, exclusion, amendment, repeal or
revocation of a provision of an Act of Parliament or
statutory instrument conferring protection or benefit
upon any person (whether in his capacity as the owner
of designated land or otherwise) specifically named
therein.

9. The person upon whom such protection or benefit is
conferred, or the person currently entitled to that
protection or benefit.

Not applicable

10. The compulsory purchase of ecclesiastical property
(as defined in section 12(3) of the Acquisition of Land Act
1981).

10. The Church Commissioners.

Not applicable
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Authority sought for—

Those to be served—

Party to be served and consulted

11. Works in Greater London or a metropolitan
county.

11. The relevant Fire and Rescue Authority within the
meaning of Part 1 of the Fire and Rescue Services Act
2004 and the relevant Police Authority within the
meaning of Part 1 of the Police Act 1996.

Not applicable

12. The right to monitor, survey or investigate land
(including any right to make trial holes in land).

12. Every owner and occupier of the land, other than an
owner or occupier named in the book of reference as
having an interest or right in or over that land.

Not applicable

13. Works or traffic management measures that would
affect services provided by a universal service provider
in connection with the provision of a universal postal
service and relating to the delivery or collection of
letters.

13. Every universal service provider affected.

Royal Mail

14. Works in an area of coal working notified to the
local planning authority by the British Coal Corporation
or the Coal Authority.

14. The holder of the current licence under section 36(ii)
of the Coal Industry Nationalisation Act 1946 or under
Part 2 of the Coal Industry Act 1994.

Not applicable

15. Works for which an environmental impact
assessment is required.

15. For works in Wales, the Design Commission for
Wales.

Not applicable

16. The compulsory acquisition of land, or the right to
use land, or the carrying out of protective works to
buildings.

16. Any person, other than a person who is named in the
book of reference described in rule 12(8), whom the
applicant thinks is likely to be entitled to make a claim for
compensation under section 10 of the Compulsory
Purchase Act 1965 if the order is made and the powers
in question are exercised, so far as he is known to the
applicant after making diligent inquiry.

Not applicable
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Appendix 2
Schedule of stakeholder consultation
Consultation on the proposed scheme has been undertaken over a prolonged
period and included consultation relating to the application for planning
permission which anticipated the requirement to also apply for a Transport
and Works Act Order. Each key stakeholder has also been consulted specifically
in relation to the application for this this Transport and Works Act application.
As set out in ther body of the report, there has been continuing engagement
with relevant landowners.
Category
Public bodies
Office of Rail and Road
(ORR), formerly Office of
Rail Regulation
Environment Agency
Highways England
(formerly the Highways
Agency)
East Sussex County
Council (as highways
authority and in respect
of environmental impact
assessment)
Natural England
(formerly English
Nature)
Network Rail
Infrastructure Limited
Highways Agency
Historical Railways
Estate
National Trust
High Weald AONB
Sussex Police

Nature of consultation

Period of consultation

Meetings and
correspondence

2010 – 2018

Meetings and
correspondence
Meetings and
correspondence

2010 – 2018

Meetings and
correspondence

2013 – 2018

Correspondence

2014- 2018

Meetings and
correspondence
Correspondence and
pamphlets

2010 – 2018

Meetings and
correspondence
Meetings and
correspondence
Site Meetings and

2014 - 2018
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2010 – 2018

2013 & 2018

2014 - 2018
2013 - 2018

Tourism South East
Historic England
Councils
Rother District Council
Robertsbridge &
Salehurst PC
Ewhurst Green PC
Bodiam PC
Members of Parliament
and other local
dignatories
Lord Barker of Battle
Rt Hon Huw Merriman
MP
Graham Peters
(Former High Sheriff of
East Sussex)
Michele Thew
(Labour Party candidate
for Bexhill and Battle in
the 2015 General
Election)
Rachel Sadler
(Liberal Democrat
candiate for Bexhill and
Battle in the 2015
General Election)
Geoffrey Bastin
(UKIP candidate for
Bexhill and battle in the
2015 General Election)
Jonathan Kent (Green

correspondence
Presentation and
correspondence
Correspondence and
pamphlets

2014 – 2018
2014 - 2018

Meetings and
correspondence
Presentations and
correspondence

2010 – 2017

Presentation and
correspondence
Presentation and
correspondence

2014 – 2018

Meetings and
presentations
Meetings and
presentations
Site visit and
presentation

2013 – 2015

Site visit and
presentation

2015

Site visit and
presentation

2015

Site vist and
presentation

2015

Site visit and

2015
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2014 – 2018

2014 – 2018

2015 – 2018
2013 – 2018

party candiate for Bexhill presentation
and Battle in the 2015
General Election)
Statutory utilities
UK Power Networks
Correspondence and site
meeting
SGN
Correspondence and site
meeting
South East Water
Correspondence and site
meeting
British Telecom
Correspondence and site
meeting
Southern Water
Correspondence and site
meeting
Other local organisations
Robertsbridge Enterprise Meetings and
Group
correspondence
Robertsbridge & District Meetings and
Acrchaeological Society correspondence
1066
Correspondence
Robertsbridge Abbey
Site visit and
correspondence
Heritage Railway bodies
Kent & East Sussex
Meetings and
Railway
correspondence
Heritage Railways
Correspondence
Association
Terrier Trust (Steam
Correspondence and
Preservation Society)
pamphlets
Bluebell Railway
Correspondence
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2015 – 2018
2015 – 2018
2015 – 2018
2015 – 2018

2014 – 2018
2013 – 2018
2013 – 2018
2016 – 2018

2006 – 2018
2014 – 2018
2013 – 2018
2014 – 2018
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Appendix 14 (Letter of support from Asford Borough Council) (On next page)
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Chief Executive
Ask for:
Email:
Direct line:

Tracey Kerly
tracey.kerly@ashford.gov.uk
(01233) 330201

Mr Robert Fox,
Transport and Works Act Orders Unit
Department for Transport
Zone 1/14-18, Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London SW1P 4DR
Our Ref:
Date:

TK0686
12 December 2017

Dear Mr Fox
Proposed Rother Valley Railway. Bodiam to Robertsbridge Junction Order
I was pleased to see the comprehensive documentation and extensive consultation that
had been undertaken by Rother Valley Railway (RVR) in their Planning Application to
Rother District Council for the re-connection of the Kent and East Sussex Railway
(K&ESR) back to the Network Rail Main Line at Robertsbridge earlier this year.
The progress on the areas for which planning approval has been given previously has
been impressive. Tourism and job creation are key priorities for Ashford Borough Council
where K&ESR is major tourism employer and visitor attraction. The economic benefits for
RVR and K&ESR, of up to £4.1m per annum by 2029, and the creation of up to 75 jobs will
be a huge boost to the wider area and to the Ashford Borough.
As I understand that RVR will shortly be submitting a Transport & Works Act Order
(TWAO) for approval by the Secretary of State, I am writing to advise that Ashford
Borough Council is fully supportive of the project and the economic benefits it will bring to
the region.
We look forward to learning that the TWAO has been granted and that we will soon see
the trains running all the way from Tenterden through to Bodiam and beyond to
Robertsbridge.
Kind regards

Tracey Kerly
Chief Executive
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Consultation Appendix 15
Public Presentations since 1 January 2014.
13-Mar-14 Permanent Way Institute
28-Apr-14 Salehurst and Robertsbridge Parish Annual Village Meeting (Parish
Assembly) Information stand
19-Jun-14 President Geoff French Institution of Civil Engineers
7-Nov-14 Village Open Meeting The Ostrich, Station Road, Robertsbridge
2-Mar-15 Salehurst and Robertsbridge Parish Annual Village Meeting (Parish
Assembly) Information stand
25-Mar-15 Hastings Chamber of Commerce
12-May-15 Salehurst Primary School
6-Jun-15 Maidstone 41 Club
17-Aug-15 Battle Probus Club
17-Mar-16 Bodiam Parish Council
18-Mar-16 Salehurst Primary School
18-Apr-16 Salehurst and Robertsbridge Parish Annual Village Meeting (Parish
Assembly) Information stand and leaflets
9-May-16 Maidstone Car Club
20-Jun-16 Network Rail and London Underground
16-Mar-17 Bodiam Parish Council
3-April-17 Salehurst and Robertsbridge Parish Annual Village Meeting (Parish
Assembly) Information stand and leaflets
23-May-17 Salehurst Primary School
6-Jul-17 Institution of Civil Engineers South East Region
10-Aug-17 Tenterden Rotary Club
17-Aug-17 Northiam Parish Council
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Newspaper articles mentioning TWAO:
December 2017 Heritage Railway Magazine
Describing progress with RVR at Robertsbridge and next steps with the TWAO
process
May 2017 Heritage Railway Magazine
Update on progress with RVR
7 April 2017 Heritage Railway Magazine
Describing planned reinstatement of RVR following planning consent
24 March 2017 Kentish Express
Regarding planning consent and reaction of some farmers
December 2016 Heritage Railway Magazine
Describing installation of link to Network Rail
March 2015 Heritage Railway Magazine
Describing design and installation of trackwork and points etc. at Robertsbridge
Junction
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